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The SPEANKER took the Chair at 4.30
lplt., all, read priayers.

PAPERS PRESENTED.
By tile premier: 1, Annual Report of the

Trustees of the Public Library, 'Museum
and Art Gallery for the year ended 30th
June, 1.916. 2-, Annual Report of the
Public Service Commissioner for the year
ended] 30th June, 1.916.

By, the Minister for Railways: Return
of crop insurances for the 1.91.5-16 harvest
in connection with the settlers tinder the In-
dust ries Assistance Board. [Ordered onl
motion by the member for Avon (Mr. Har-
rison).]

By the Honorary Minister: Annual Re-
ports of the Inspector General for the ]In-
sane for the year ended 31st December,
1.915, and( thle financial year ended 30th
-June. 1016.

QUE1'STION,-NEWCASTPLE COAL AND
GOVERNMENT RAILWAYS.

Mr. A. A. WILSON asked thle Minister
for Railways: 1, What was the price of
Newcastle coal to thle Railway Department
on, 1st December, 1016, 2, What price will
the Railway' Department have to pay for
Newcastle coal uinder the award given by
-Judge Ednmuncds to thle coal miners of the
Eastern States? 3. Have the Railway De-
p~artment been notified by the firm supplying
then, with Newcastle coal of an increase in
prices owing to Judge Edmunds' award? if
so, how much per tonl is the increase?

'file MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, 24s. fid. to 25s. according to pit, at
Fremantle. 2 , 2,9s. all pits, at Fremantle.
3, Yes. .3s. to 3s. 6d., according to pit.

Q(UESTION-BRAN AND POLLARD,
SH OR TAGE.

Mr. VERtYARD asked the Mlinister for
IndI~ustries: 1,. Is he aware of the serious
shortagec and consequent high price of lbranf
;and pollard for poultry feeding in the met-
ropolitan area? 2. Does lie know if it is
truec tha"t tim shortage of bran, and pollard
exists beeause thlege goods are withheld
front the msarket., I'v a hir formed or

milis it produce merclaints, or lboth, to
shut, re iier p~rices for ame Inc4, Will lie
take necessary action immediately to secure
prompt suippl ies for poultry keepers at
reasonable prices?

'rThe .1INISTER FOR INDUSTRIES re-
plied: 3, Yes. 2, No. The mills have an
over-supply of flour, but are short of bran
and pollard. These commodities are being
impo~rted to thle State at a cost of about
£C7 .10s. per ton at Fremantle. 3, It is hoped
that ]Imperial flour orders wvill he placed wvith,
thle local millers, ink which case the situation
will be relieved, All possible steps will be
t aken to provide oilrnladequate supply of bran
.and pollard.

QEt-i:srON-LAND AND INCOME TAX
RIETUJRN FORMS.

Mi% E . B. JOHNSTON asked the Trea-
surer: 1, Is hie aware that land and income
ta x return forms have been unobtainable in
thle country districts until the last few da ' s.
despite repeated app)lications for same at
the 're-asury officesi 2, In these ciream-
statnces, will the Government grant tax-
pa~yers a month's extension of time to make
their returns, without fine? 3. If not. why
flot?

The TREASURER replied: 1, The Corn-
miissioner of Taxation reports that in view
of the Hills before Parliament proposing to
aniend the income tax laws, the printing otf
the forms was delayed until the last minute;
as soon as they were received from the Gov-
ernment Printer, early in January, they'
w~ere despatched. One parcel, uamely, that
for Narrogin, was unfortunately omitted.
"'len -.%r. E. B. Johnston telegraphed in the
matter, and forms were despatched by first
trai. 2 and .3, Under the circumstances the
C'ommiissioner will grant these taxpayers a
month's extension of time without fine.
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QEJES'fION-.W.W. PROSECUTION.
Hon. P. COLLtER asked the Artor-

irey General : 1, At whose instiga-
tion was the recent prosecution off
]rleinbers of the 1.W.W. commenced ?
2. What part did the Grown Law
D)epartmient take in the prosecution and
conduct of the ease? 3, The namne of the
Urmu of solicitors who were retained for the
preparation and conduct of the case, and by
whom were they instructed? 4, 'What was
the cost involved through (a) the Grown
Law Department, (b,) the Police Depart-
nment, (c) the firm of solicitors employed,
cii) tIhe prosecuting counsel, (e) any other
expense incurred by the Governmentl

The ATTORNEY GENERAL replied: 1,
Tlie Police. 2, Solicitors. 3, No firm of
solicitors was retained. Mr. Pilk-ington,
K.C., and 11lr. Jackson wvere retained as
eounsel with the approval of the Federal
Law officers. 4, (a) As solicitors, £C40 Os. 7d.
ror typing; (b) ap)proximately £55; (c)
there was no firm of solicitors employed;
(d) counsel have rendered their account for
fees direct to the Commonwealth authorities;
(e) witnesses in the police court, £146 15s.
-sd.; witnesses and jurors in Supreme Court,
£277 14s, 7d.; fares, £28 15s. Note.-A n
account has been rendered to the Common-
wealth authorities amounting to £493 5s. 7d.,
covering the expenditure incurred under (a)
and (e).

QUESTION-WHEAT PURCHIASES.
WEEKLY PAYM14ENTS.

Mr. CARPENTER asked the Minister of
Industries: 1. What steps, if any, are taken
by the Government to secure weekly pay-
ments from millers for wheat supplied as
1pcr terms of sale? 2, What rate of interest
will be charged to millers in respect of the
£50,320 or other sumn owing for wheat not
paid for according to ngreement?

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIES re-
plied: 1, Accounts against millers are being
satisfactorily reduced. Millers gristed wheat
well beyond flour requirements, thereby help-
ing to meet the demand for bran and poi-
lard. If bran and pollard are to he pro-
vided locally, millers must he given permnis-
sion from timne to time to grist in this way,

and they cannot be asked to pay for the
flour which is secured to the scheme long
before they can realise onl it. 2, Six per
cnt. is being charged on £36,148, now out-
standing.

(The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.]

BILL-IKDUSTR[ES ASSISTAWCF
ACT AM1ENDMEJNT.

Second Reading.

Deludle resumed fromn tire 24thi January.
Honl. AV. 1). JOHNSON (Guildlford)

[4.42] : The Mlinister, in introducing the
Bill, correctly explained that in any new
departure, Stich as the establishment of a
hocard to assist the industries of the Stare,
it is necessary to gain experience as one
goes along, with thle result that the original
Bill establishing the board and laying down
its functions may not, after experience, fld-
fil all that Parliament intended it should.
Th~it has proved to be the case so far as
the Industries Assistance Board are con-
cerned. Some of the amendments are far-
reaching, and no doubt in Committee hon.
members will gain further information from
thre Mlinister. I notice that the Minister is
departing from the procedure outlined in
the principal Act, which wvas practically
placed] under the control of the Treasurer
and administered by the Ninister for Laads
and Agriculture. I am lprepared to admit
that this is not a good method of administra-
(ion. It is not only apt to cause a difference
of opinion amongst Ministers in regard to
the administration, but it is apt to cause
friction between officers of the two depart-
ments.

The Itlilaister for Railways: There is no
,1 inister mentioned.

Hon. WV. D. JOHNSON: The matter is
practically under the control of the Treas-
ore r.

The Minister for Railways: The Treasurer
is mentioned.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: At any rate, I
do not believe in the principle. To deal
with land miatters, and the question of the
development of agriculture, there are expert
officers in the Lands and Agricultural De-
partments,the Minister has a close knowledge
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vf their dloings, and they are on tap on every
occasion to advise him. It naturally follows,
therefore, that the administration will be
under the Minister. At the same time, there
was a special reason in this measure for the
Treasury to keel) a close touch upon it, and
that was, as we know from experience in
agricultural matters, that despite the ef-
forts of the Minister the expenditure is
tilways excessed. There is not any
Minister who has heen able to
control the Lands and Ag ricultursi
Departments in the way of expenditure.
It always seemed to get out of hand. Al-
though during the last few years great re-
ductions have been made, nevertheless it is
generally admitted that those two depart-
ments do not exercise the same care in re-
gard to expenditure as obtains in other de-
partments. The circumstaince is due to the
fact that the two departments come closely
in contact with members of Parliament.
They are associated with an industry which,
for a number of years, had a great many
difficulties to overcome; and those difficul-
ties have been transferred from the settlers
to members of Parliament, and the members
of Parliament have interviewed Ministers
and departmental heads on every possible
occasion with a view to obtaining some relief.
The result has been a tendency always to
extend assistance and consideration, with
the further result that the expenditure be-
comes excessive relatively to the carrying
capacity of the State. Again, our experi-
ence of the seed wheat board was most un-
satisfactory; and, to go further back, the
accounts for the importation of stock have
never been satisfactorily arranged. In con-
nection with all these matters losses have
been incurred, and there does not seem to be
the possibility in this branch of the Govern-
ment service of the same control! as is exer-
cised in other branches. In this way the ex-
penditure becomes excessive, and the pros-
pects of recoup to the State are not as good
as might be desired. Consequently, the Trea-
surer was right in saying that in connection
with a huge expenditure of this nature it was
essential, in the interests of economy and
sound finance, that the expert financial ad-
visers of the Government should be directly
connected with the scheme to allow of their
keeping a cheek on any tendency to extrava-

gance in the way of advances. I am still of
the opinion, however, that dual control,
while it may effect a closer control over ex-
penditure, is apt to cause differences of
opinion, which are irritating to tile adminis-
tration and productive of delays that are
easily misunderstood by the public. I am not
prepared to oppose the alteration. Possibly
the delays which have given rise to public
criticism will be overcome by the direct con-
trol of the Minister. That hon. gentleman,
110 doubt, will contend that the Treasurer,
having- control of thle purse, still exercises
an influence over the expenditure, but the
fact remains that the Treasurer cannot ex-
ercise such influence as he would have pos-
sessed had the measure remnaiued as origin-
ally drafted in this Chamber. While I am
prepared to support the suggested altera-
tion, I do not view it with a great deal of
satisfaction. Weighing the whole matter in
the balance, I think that possibly the amend-
ment is justified. I appeal to thelinistcr and
to the Treasurer to realise that the Slate is
still incurring enormous expenditure in con-
nection with the Industries Assistance Board.
The Minister embarked on a policy of de-
centralisation by establishing country agen-
cies. In my opinion, that is an utterly nn-
wise move. A~s Minister I decided to close
down a number of the country agencies, be-
cause the State was paying officers who were
doing little or no good fo the agricultural
industry and were of little use to the gen-
eral public. But the Minister, although
placed on the Treasury bench for the pur-
pose of curtailing expenditure-which is,
indeed, the only justification for a change of
Governmet-has increased the cost of ad-
ministration enormously.

The Minister for Works: You are quite
wrong.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: The Minister's
denial is useless, hecause the Estimates prove
my statement. Again, there is not now that
check over Ihe expenditure of the Industries
Assistance Board which previously ob-
tamned. While it may be urged that a cnn-
tralised office is apt to misunderstand tile
requirements of the farmner and to delay
matters which should be expedited, so caus-
ing actual loss as well as irritation, still it
must he borne in mind that in a big affair of
this kind the only means of keeping effective
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control of the pnulse strings is to have but
one avenue for authorising expenditure.
That is not so to-day. It may be news to the
Treasurer that quite a number of officials are
now authorised to expend money on behalf
of the Industries Assistance Board. That
state of affairs, which is wvell known through-
out the agricultural districts, is simply de-
plorable. In the country it is said thast the
board has a pay dlay. On a certain day in
the month the farmer stays in because the
inspector is comning, and thlen the former
gels his pay. The inspector simply asks the
farmers what they wvanI, and( lie has auth-
orit ,v to write out an older for money. which
is as good as a cheque.

The Moinister for Railways: It is not so
easy to obtain money.

H4on. AV. D. JOHNSON: The fact re-
mains that what .1 state takes Place. Let
me give one illuastration. The Press took
good care to advertise all the weaknesses of
the previous Administration, wvhile giving no
credit for an' saeceses. -r have never looked
to the Press for credit; I have been able to
get through without the assistance of the
Press, which the Minister for Railwayvs can-
not say. To-day , however, the Press is abso-
lutelyv silent regardiang the admii nistrat ion of
the Industries Assistance Board.

Mr. Thomson : You dto not mean to say,
surely, that your ad ministration was at suc-
cess

Hon. W. A) JOHNSON: While we did
not give the farmiers all the ' wantedl, we ex-
ercise(I some consi'leralion for the finances
of the Slate, and did not distribute money as
lavisly as it is beingd distributed to-day. The
present administration may lbe mare satis-
factory to the farmer, but it cannot be salis.
factory to the Public. However, to give my
illustration. I knowv a farmer who employed
a sort of emergency manl on his place--a
al hie wvanted onlyv for a little time. Onl

Jlls d (ay bie happened to meat ion to the in-
Spector that he required part of his Paymenit
to pay an employee. Thereupon he was in-
formed, "There is no need for you to pay
that man; the State will dto that." The
faniner repid ed, "But the State did not auth-
orise the emploviiient of the man." The in-
spector said, "That does not matter; the
State will pay the wages if you are satisfied
wvith the man's work." And the Stale did

pay those wages. Wages are paid by the
Industries Assistance Board as authorised
by the Act. But the State cannot go on pay-
ing wages under such conditions. It was one
set principle of the nreviolls Government
that no wvages should be paid unless the em-
ployment bad been previously authorised.
The object was lto have somec cheek, It is all
very fine to pay wvages wvhen [he farner him-
self is not fully employed. There are to-day
Industries Assistance Board farmers who
feel justified in lying in bed until nine
o'clock in the morningI while they have at
man employed feedingl the horses and so
forth.

The Minister for Railways: Name one
farmer whlo lies in bed until nine o'clock.

Hon. W, iU. JOHNSON: The Minister
knowvs it as wvell as I do.

The Minister for Railways: I do not
know it.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: There are mem-
hers oil the eiross benches wvho know it
equally wvell. [ (1o not assert that lying-

bled until line uo'clock is a general customn
in thle fa rmng ind ustry ; but I say, and
Saov deliberately, that there are farmers to-
ula ' i vho tire not working the hours they
wvorked previously. simply because they
knowv that they can receive their ''wages"~
just the same. The (lay of settlement must
eome, ajad wvhen it arriv'es the State will
lose, while tine individual, having had a
pa rtiiularlY goond time, will go) out. It is
nil very' fine to pander to the ag-ricultural
industr-y by lavish expenditure inl all diree-
tions. In' lowering tail way freights, reduc-
in- ]lnd rents, and so forth. But it has to

be realised that the State cannot go on
doing these Ihings indefinitely. One need
only look at the re'-elue retan s to grasp
that. Our deficiency will soon reach the
enormous figture of twvo millions sterling-.
Surel ,y it is time wve looked to the expen-
diture which the Industries Assistance
Board ane incurrinig week in, week out. I
knowv that assistance is necessary, but there
was no justification for liberalising the pay-
ments after the difficulties of the droughlt
had been, overcome. It was those difficul-
ties that led to the passing of the Indus-
tries Assistance Act and the establishment
of thme board. I am not satisfied that the
pr-esent Ministerial head is exercising suffi-
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cient control over the board's expenditure,
and for that reason I trust the Treasurer
will no"' and again give an eye to the
amount of money (drawn by, thle Minister
for assistance to farmers. Another reason
for closely examnining this measure is the
fact that the scop~e of thne original Act is
being extended. Its scope is practically,
unlimited to-day. Originally. the measure
was closely restricted. Experience showed
that certain other little things hiad to he
providled. Thie measure was amended ac-
cordi ngly, and thle fncitions of the board
were extended. Now, however, all limita-
tion appears to have been removed, andl the
board canl advance for pr-actically any pur-
pose wvhatever. The board's functions may
absolutely overlap those of the Agricul-
tural Bank. The board may advance money
for exactly the somne purposes as those
served by the bank. The bank's operations
are limited. It cannot advance for purposes
outside the scope of its Act, and conse-
quentl v, it was not able to assist farmers
by supplies of seed w;heat and fertiliser.
The Industries Assistance Board was es-
tablished to advance those necessaries
wvhich the Agricultural Banki could not filr-
nish. This Bill, however, proposes to widen
the scope of the board's operations until
they will altogether overlap the operations
of thle Agrricultural Bank. The bank is
such a sound institution b~ecause it ad-
vanlces only when penrfer-tly satisfied with
the security. Witl, the hoard, tine security
is often very doubtful, and is, indeed, a
secoindaryv consideration. The board's first
consideration is to keep the settler on his
land and producing. The House must con-
sider whncther it is wise to give the board
unlimiPted scope, anid thus possibly inter-
fere wvith the functions, duties, and re-
sponsibilities wvhichi should be absolutely
restricted to thle bank. I do not think there
is any other matter which is worthy of at-
tention at this stage. There are one or two
matters which the Minister will have to ex-
plain when the Bill is in Committee, and
a number of amendments which are essen-
tial will hnave to be moved. The Mfinister.
in my opinion, is inclined to go too far in
one or two matters, Instead of trying to
limit the scope of the Industries Assist-
anice Hoard and endeaVOutringI to close it tip

as soon ats possible, lie seems to be doing
his utmost to extend its functions, and be is
practically inviting the Board to continue
indefinitely. As soon as we statrt extend-
ing the functions of the Board, wVe are ih-
creasing- thle difficulties which will have to
be faced when we want to wind it lip. Par-
liament thought that the Board's existence
would be brought to an end in a year or
two's time, bitt I cannot see that we can
%-ery well (1o that inside live years. Agri-
cultural interests, as represented in Par-
liajitent at the present time, will take good
care to see that the Board will continue to
live tutil the fanner is in a much better
position than lie finds himself in to-day,
and I fail to see how the farmer is going
to get wit or' his difficulties inside five
years.

Mr. WILLMOTT (Nelson) [5.4] Hav-
ing listened to thle remarks of the Minister
for Industries and the member for Guild-
Ford I have arrived at the conclusion that
lboth lion. gentlemen seem to be of thle one
olinion, that the necessity exists for ant
aninieril of the old] Act. The member
for (iuildford certainly touched on at weak
spot when lie referred to the growing ex-
lpenditilrc of certain departments. It that
extra expenditure is absolutely nee~sary.
wvell and goodl. Regarding the appointment
of inspectors, if the right menl have been
chosen, (lien the idea is a good one. It is
much better to see what these people's wants
actally are, and attend to them on the
farm than in the hlead office. Tile member
for Gluildiford must admit that nine-tenthis
of the trouble he had with the Industries
Assistance Board was caused by msider-
standings between the head officc and the
peoj~lc on hbe farms;, and] if the inspector
can eliminate that even at at slightly in-
creased cost t(lie step is, certainly in tine right
direction.

I-on. W. D. Joluvon: If you c-anl limit it
lo slightly increased cost.

Mr. WTLLMOTT: Of course everything-
depends on the inspector. I also agree that
file Mlinister for Industries should hive futll
conntrol of these departments. Dual control
is fatal. I anm surprised to hear that certain
farmers have been in the habit of lying In.1
bed until 9. o'clock in the morning. T hope
the inspectors; will get them tip at little bit
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earlier, because tile Industries Assistance
Board was not Ibrought into existence to hell,
people who are not prepared to help them,-
selves'. I hloj)e, however, that the member
for Gnildford has been misinformed. If we
pay attention to the rem~arks of some peo-
pIe we musat, of Course, comle to tile conclu-
Sion that farmers never do anything and
generally have a good time.

Mr. Underwood: Did -they not take iiiy

advice!

M$r. W.l Lf.MOTT: Tine advice which tile
lion. memtber gave to the farmers of ithe
State was most offensive, and I am sure lie
has regretted it ever since.

Mr. Underwood: They (10 not like work.

Nr. WILLMOTT: Whol likes wvork? The
man who says lie likes work is not telling
the truth. We work with all end( in view.
What is that enld? To dto our duty by our
fellow citizens and on r families and our-
selves. If this Hill canl do anything to as-
sist that section of thle comnmunity) which
has had a bad time, nlot only through the
seasons, but because of. the war and( other
reasons, we should not hesitate to pass it,
and continue tine existence of the Board for
even tile next five years, if that should ble
necessary.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [5.10]: The statement of the Min.
ister, that it is not proposed to close down
the operations of the Industries Assistance
Board for the next five years, will lead
many p)eople to suppose that greater consi-
deration is being shown to the farmers than
has been the case in tlhe past. I am confi-
dent thant many farmers lowv under the
Board, would remain there all their lives if
the Board were in perpetual existence. There
is no objection, so far as I am concerned, to
giving the Government power to render
every, assistanice p)ossible, not only to the
farner, hut to every other industr 'y in West-
ern Australia, if such assistance will be0 0r
advantage to the State. But it is the duty%
of the Government to see that. the revenue
is protected. Statements, such as the one
I amn about to read, coinng from the Mini-
ster for Industnies, shows that it is neces-
sar v thlit those who are in Parliament. should
be alive to the position and see that the Gov-
ernmnent controlling the finances of the Stale
for the time being, should he compelled to

lie sure that it is their duty to protect the
finlances. A man wrote to thle newspaper,
complaining bitterly of the action of the
Government in connection with the present
[ndustries Assistance Board. We see, there-
fore, that there are some complaints even
now.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Most of them axe
suppressed by the newsp~apers.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: I remember read-
ig a little anecdote inl the Bulletin lately,

which I think is worth repeating here. A
hisholl wvas addressing a Sunday school, and
hie took for his subject the Flood. He
pointed out to the children that it rained 40
days and 40 nights, and after he had finished
hie asked if any child present, who did not
thoroughly understand what had been told
him, would like to ask a question. Presently
at little boy held up his hand and said, "You
stated, sir, that it rained 40 days and 40
nights." "Yes, I did,'' was the answer.
"WYell sir, were tile cockies satisfied then?1"
wvas what the boy asked. The same thing-
applies to the farmers who are under the
Industries Assist ance Board. There is not
thle slightest doubt that even if we opened
the Treasury doors to some of them they
would not be satisfied. We know from past
experience that many of those who received
considerable assistance were the greatest
grumblers the Industries Assistance Board
ever had anything to do with. As I was
stating, someone wvrote to the newspaper on
the 1st January and the reporter took the
complaint to thle Minster, who in reply used
these words,-

So far as financial assistance to each
individual farmer under the board is con-
cerned, there can be no cause for com-
plaint. If thle G~overnmnent had desired
to protect the Treasury the payments be-
fore my time might have been continued.

it is necessary that Parliament should be
very careful in giving additional powers to
a Minister who does not desire to protect the
Trensury. It is the duty of thle Minister
and of Parliament to protect the Treasury,
and, when we pass Acts of Parliament we
expect Ministers will not look at them from
the point of view only that thley) are render-
ing temporary assistance to farmers, but
also from thle point of view that they, the
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M1inisters, are the trustees of the people.
From the paragraph which I have read it
would appear that the Minister at the pre-
sent time is not protecting the Treasury and
that he has no intention of doing So. He
does admit, however, that the late Minister
who controlled the Industries Assistance
Board, did protect the Treasury. That Min-
ister saw that others besides farmers were
getting a fair deal, and hie recognised, at the
same time, that it was necessary to keep a
firm hold on the finances of the State. I
hope that the Minister's desires in connec-
tion with the Bill wvill be attained, and that
at the end of five years he wvill he able to
abolish the Board and have all his accounts
paid.'" I am afraid, however, that before that
time arrives he will hare abolished a number
of persons who have received assistance from
the board.

Mr. THOMSON (Kittanning) [5.15], I
think the amendment is a wise one- The
member for Guildford (Hon. W. D. John-
son) who administered the Industries As-
sistance Board did not understand the board,
and in consequence there was shameful
waste under his administration. I do not in-
tend to say that he alone should accept the
full responsibility for that. I strongly sup-
port the present Minister's policy of decen-
tralisation. I U'rged the late Minister to ap-
lpoint inspectors to deal with the applica-
tions,. but be refused, and in consequence
farmers had to leave their holdings, come
down to the City and hiang about the board's
offices for weeks. The policy of appointing
inspectors is far better than having the Act
administered from Perth. Akgain, much bene-
fit has heen derived from having the Indus-
tries Assistance Board worked in conjunc-
tion with the Agricultural Bank. I know of
a farmer in my district who had received
£155 from the Agricultural Bank. Ha had
200 acres failowed, and was not able to go
on any farther. All that he asked from the
board was four tons of super. and sufficient
stores to carry on until his crop was taken
off, the total amount involved being from
£35 to £40. The Industries Assistance Board
turned down that man on three occasions,
and it was only by persistent representation
that I was able eventually to get the board to
grant that man his £35.

Hon. W, D. Johnson: As a matter of
fact, tinder the provisions of the Act he
should never have got it.

Mr. THOM1SON: I went to the Agricul-
tural Bank aind secured the reports of the in-
spectors. Each and every report spoke
highly of that man, yet the Industries As-
sistance Board, supposedi to help the farmer
and at the same time conserve the bank's in-
terests, had refused his application and said,
"No, let the man go off the land."

Hon. W. D. Johnson: It wa the instruc-
tion of Parliament that only those who suf-
fered as the result of the drought should be
assisted.

,Mr. E. B. Johnston: No, we altered that
in Committee.

Mxr. THOM1SON: I amn Simply Quoting
that as an illustration of the administration
of the hoard ns it was, conducted prior to the
present Minister taking it over.

Hon. W. D. Johnsona: An illustration
of how, by political influence, you got some-
thing which 'was denied to others.

Mr. THOMSON: Then politica influence
means securing justice for a man and pro-
tecting- the assets of the Agricultural Bank.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: It was not justice.
Mr. THOMSO'N: There we have the at-

titude of the late Minister who had the ad-
ministration of the hoard. Is it any wonder
that they got into such a state of chaosi Of
course the late Minister is justified in trying
to make the best he can of a bad case. The
cost of the inspectors is tay justified, for
the mnoney disbnrsed by the board is now
being spent as intended by the board. I have
pleasure in supporting the second reading..

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
A'ND IIYDUSTRIES (Hon. J. Mitchell-
Northam-in reply) [5.21]: If members
care to hunt up cases against the present
hoard, the late board, or any other board,
they could easily find some. There are
2.300 farmers under the board and, natur-
ally, some of them could put Up a good
c :as e against the board or some official.
However, the hoard is now running very
smoothly, and the inspectors are doing good
work and saving a great deal of money. I
do not wish to criticise the actions of the
past administration, for no good would come
of it. I have here a list which would prob-
ably astonish even the late 'Minister. Ba-
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fore the appointnienl of the inspectors a
good dleal of money paid away was never
earned. It is good economy to spend a. few
additional pounds in protecting a large stuni
of money. I think the board, including the
inspectors, will not cost any more this year
than was expended onl it last year. Thne
Perth office staff has been very muclh reduced.
The member for North-East Fremantle
(I-tn. IV. C. Angwin) referred to some re-
marks ] made in reply to a client of the
board. The client said it was evidently the
desire of the Government to econotnise and
not to assist the farmer. lIn reply .1 said
that if the Goveranmnt desired to protect
the Treasury, the demands made before my
timae might have been continued. In quoting
that replY the lion. member must have known
that hie was misrepresenting me, for hie read
into it something- not there. What I. said
wvas that if the Treasury wanted to refrain
from pay, ing- out mroney they could in amany
v*ases have stuck to the arrangement that ex-
isted before myv time.

I hui. AV. CA. Angwvin : That is not there.

The NI 1INI STERi FOR, RAILWAYS: It
is tile meaning of what I said.

Hamfo. 11'. C. Angwin: 'You said it you
wanted to protect the Treasury. The infer-
ence is that von dlid not want to do any-
thling of. thle s ort.

The AIINIsTER FOR RAILWA, YS: If
the Treasury were to be protected to the full.
the mnan would hie p)aid less than a living
wag-e. I desire to do a fair thing by bo0th.
Yet the lion, member-tries to make it appear-
that I. am neglecting to protect the public
interest., Of course lie was merely trying to
make political capital out of the incident.
hecause I know lie would not wish to see a
inan paid less than a fair living- wage. T
would like to proint out to the member for
Guildford that less money will be paid out
through tile hoard this year, tinder a sys-
1cmn which lie calls extravagant, than was
paild out last year.

Bon. WX. D. Johnson:- Of course,. the num-
her of your clients must he decreasing.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Oak i to a small extent. The farmer is
allowed -to draw Ps. a day for every day lie
works.

}lon. Wi. D. Johnson: Who cheeks his
work?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Nobody could when the late Minister eon-
huolled, because no one was sent about the
country to do so.

Hlon. NV. 1). Johnson: We did not pay 9s.
a day;' we simply paid on results.

Th' le M]1N1ISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
You ought not to say too much about that.
We allow the farnmers 9s. a day for work
done, which is mierely' a fair thing. They
are, visited monthly by the inspector, who
pa ,ys themi on the ground. He can cheek
their work pretty well. The late Minister,
whlen hie visits his farm, knows pretty well
]owv munch work has been done.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: I am there for three
Or four days, hut the inspector's visit lnsts
only art hour or so.

Time MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: The
inslpector,. on arriving on a property, can
quaicklY see what work has been done. If
it represents a fair month's work hie pays;
if tot, hie does not pay.

'Mr. Underwvood : How many have been
turned down?

The MINI _STER F OR RAILWAYS: I
do not know how many have been turned
down.

Mr. 'Underwood: They were all paid 9s..
no matter wha)t they dlid.

The MiNIS8TER. FOR RAILWAYS:
Ty were not. They had their crop in

when the system w-as started and necessarily
those crops must be harvested. The expense
of cropping, outside of the hay which the
lpeolple will have on their land, will be under
£1 per acre. That, I think, is a very reason-
able price for cropping. We must wait un-
til the 31st March, when it will be seen es-
aetly how the figures will come out. Up to
the 31st December £-575,000 had been -paid
oat for the nine months as against over a
million for the 12 months of the previotis
Year. That does not show great extrava-
g-ance. I think the House will agree that
we must have some syst~m of payment under
which the farmer shalt. be able to obtain a
degree of comfort. We are taking- over his
wheat. It is trne that in some cases they
will have poultr, egg9s, and perhaps a little
buitter,, but outside of those commodities the
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farmer will have nothing upon which lie
could realise a shilling. We are taking
away from him and realiing on everything
of value he produces, and placing the money
to his credit. Surely, when we take a man's
crop) we must give him something like a fair
thing to live upon, and .1 think members will
agree that 9s. per day is only a fair thing.

Mr. Green: If you put a man on contract,
and hie does not earn the 9s., wvould you pay
hum the difference out of your own pooketl

Thme -MINISTERI FOR RAILWAYS:-
They have not all drawn 9s. a iany; those
whoe do not earn it (10 not get it.

Member: Some of them are "crook" anti
are out to beat the inspectors.

'file MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
If the lion, member who is here as a repre-
sentative of the people knows of a case i .n
which a man has been "crook," he should
send in that man's name to thle department.

Air. Green: You should find him out. It
would prove the thoroughness of your svs-
tenm.

'[ile MINISTER PORl RAILWAYS:
If there are men who are endeavouring to
take tile inspectors down, I think they will
find the.) w'ill be taken down themselves. I
think tire wvork of tile board will this ycar
prove satisfactory indeed. The £575,000
paid to the 31st December will result in a
return more than twvice that value in wvheat
alone. .1 do not wish to discuss in detail the
work done by the met' on the holdings. I
couldI if I chose, point to a number of in-
stances which occurred under thle old sys-
tern before our inspectors went oul, such as
that of one man who drewv for the cropping
of 60 acres and cropped only 10. In an-
other case the husband and wife had re-
speerivel , 300 and 400 and the returns were,
the husband £257. the wvife £716. Thle wife
waA not tinder the board. Bnt there is no

mit~el to discuss details such as these now, as
thire is now a reasonable cheek. The wvork of
the "islpectors has beer, gratifying. Resolu-
tions have been adopted lby public bodies in
th9 eointiy appreciative of the work of the
irspieehn and thanking me for having intro-
(]need the systemn. I doubt whether any mem-
bz'r of this House expected that order would
lo! restored in the board w~ithin a few weeks.
as it was by the efforts, of thle officers of

the Agricultural Bank assisted by the ealpa-
tile management of 11r. Simpson, the man-
ager of tile board. Order has been restored
aind thle clients of the board have been well
treated. 1 think the value of tlie industry
will ble established by the success achieved
by thle 2,000 farmers tinder the board. Their
work will be a complete reply to the criti-
eisrus of thie agricultural industry ehv
heardl so often in the past few years. Those
Iien are producing an enormous amount of
Nvlieat. Let tie tell the House, in con-
elusion, that something like 21/2 million bags
have been sent to farmers this year to be
filled, and when that wheat has been madr-
keted it will he worth about a million and
one-third of money. I do not know
whether any 2.000 of the constituents so ably
represented in this House by the member
for Kalgoorlie are producing in the aggre-
gate quite as much in value as; that. I
doubt whether any' 2,000 working in this
State produce anything approaching that.

Mr. Green: The mniners of Kalgoorlie
produce) gold to the value of over £,500 a
year each.

Tie MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
Trhis is equal to over £600. I submit that
I he 'nell under time board who hmave achieved
this result have done well end are entitled to
Ile spoken of with respect.

Question lput and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Comittilee.
Mr. Holmnan in the Chair; the Minister

for Railway' s and Industries in charge of
the Bill.

Clauses I to 4-agreed to.
Clause 5-Amendmlent of Section 9:
Honl. W. D. JOHNSON: This is the im-

portanit clause in which it is proposed to
extend the functions of the board by remov-
ing all limitations. Thme clause rends, "And
generally for any other object or purpose
thme board may approve." That is giving
[ihe Mlinister powver to do those things which
hit herto have been done by the Agricultural
Bank. The Minister has told us this power
will not hle exercised, but there is a danger;
,md, further, if the clause be passed, it is
liable to cause friction betwen the board and
time trustees of thle Agricultural Bank. It
mnay also render confusing the figures pres-
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entei lto P'arliamiet. At present the trus-
tees4 have to work to regulations and submit
to certain investigations, so far as expendi-
ture is concerned. This gives Parliament an
ohiportunit)' of~ knowing how things are
going, hut so far as the hoard are concerned
P-arliament. has not the same opportunity.
With the power contained in this clause,
however, unless the Minister exsercises great
care, it may become impossible for Parlia-
inent to fuilly understand the operations of
two boards covering the same industry, be-
cause Pa-rliamient will be unable to separate
the two. I admit little questions sometimes
arise, but I submit to remove all limitations
l.'rom lte mneasure will be going too far.

The 'MIN]ISTERt P01 RAILWAYS
I appreciate all that has been said by the,
member for Guildford, and that a good case
against this clause mnight he argued. I have
alread'y told the House that the power con-
tained in the clause will not he used] except
in the case of somie small advances not pos-
sible under the Agricultural Bank Act. If
the Bill passes, I. shall issue instructions to
thait effect.

Clause p)1t and passed.
Clause 6-agryeed to.
Clause 7--Amendmntt of Section 14:
Honi. W. Dt. JOHNSON: Would lte MXin-

ister kindly explainl wh y it is necessary to
repeal Subsection 2 of Section 14?

The AMINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: It
provides for an amendmvent which will mean
that securities may not be wiihdrawn without
the consent of the hoard. Notwithstanding
that we have said that lte former is not to
be suied,' and madte the creditor wait at couple
(of vears and allowed himi to think that lie
is to Somne extent protected,' the farmer can
conic along to the bonn] and say. "Here is
line 4-50 thast 1 owe Yviu, I w~ant to rem?]ove
11Y seeur11it 'v," and in that wayv leave his
creditor stranded. W~e shouild have power
to protect the outside creditor if ncessary.

Clause put and passed.
Clause S-Amendment of Section 15

(Advainces to be a first charige on land.
crops. etc.. of applicants):

The 1NINISTERJ FOR RAILWAYS: I
mnove an amiendment-

Thrat fit tke end of RubeLouse He thye
following words be added :-"Prvept So
far aIs such chattels (not being supplied

under this Act) are the subject of a bill
of sole, or lien registered prior to any
su"Ch adrance bieing made.

We do not desire to hike machinery which
is subject to n charge on the part of machii-
ricry iu rehants,'or stock which is subject to
acharge on thle part of a stock dealer, or

anything- which is subject to a charge on the
part of a mortgagee or anyone else. What
belong-s to the farmer should stay on the
farm, so long as lie is tnder the Industries
Assistance Act.

Hon. IV. D. JOHNSON: It is proposedl
t o repeal Section 15 of the principal Act and
insert another section. At a casual glabhee
one would think( that the two were amost
identical. W-ill the Minister explain whiy
(lhe alteration is being made?

Trhe IMINISTER. FOR RAILWAYS: At
rhe present time we hold securities for every-
thing supplied by the board. This 'will give
the board security over all implements, live-
stock, and other chiattels inl the possession oC
the farmer.

Hon. W". D. Johnson: One of the objects
of the alteration is to give the Minister con-
trol over the two-fanat gentlemen.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: Yes.
We have supplied seed and fertiliser in cer-
tain instances and it has been taken to the
holdings, but sown on the adjoining holding.
This will overcome that ditficulty. There is a
section in the Act which says that the luau
who -wrongly uses any of the supplies
granted by the hoard is subject to a penalty.
Under the present Act the board hold se-
cu rity over the stock. The amendment
strengthens the hoard's security because it
gives it a lien over all stock and any in-
rlreniSe in stock. the property of the- farmner.
lie cannot be sued for debt. buit he Pan spl
this stuff, which is not secured to the board.
l'f hie has any share or interest in any crop
at all, that is a security to thle board under
this clause.

Hon. WV. Dt. Johnson: The alterations.
then, increase the security of the boari.

The MI0NISTER FOR RAIL"WAYS:- Yes.
We have no desire to take the goodr, machi-
niery or stock belonging to other people. The
amendment will cover this.

Ron. W. Dt. JOHNSON: I take it the
ohject of the addition to the Plause is to
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inet the ease where there is machinery on
a farm already* held under a bill of sale, If
we exemlpt that, is it possible for the mAchi.
ner nmrclhtits to remove the machiner 'y
fromi tine farm ? If a man has
machinery on his farm paid for in
part. and it is removed by the machi-
nervy mer-chants, this will force the
hands of the board to pay up the balance
due on the machinery in order to retain it
there for the convenience of the farmer and
lte protection of the board's asset. I's it
likely to have that effect, or will the inser-
tion of thiese words prevent the macinery.
merchant from taking away the machinery?

The TUfINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: It
really provides that the security in the chat-
tels or machiinery must not pass from the
legitimnate mortgag-ee to the board. The hoard
cannot get any lien over the goods of an-
other. I do not think our position is reall 'y
altered in regard to the removal of 1hc ma-
chinery by the merchant selling it. I wvill.
however, look into tine matter.

Amendment put and lpassed; tine clause as
amended agreed to.

Clause 9-Amendment of Section 21 and
repeal of third schedule:

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: Tine third sche-
dule was reinserted in tine original Bill as a
result of a conference between the Chamber
of Commerce and the "Minister and his offi-
cers. It was there agreed that a certain sche-
dule should be drafted and according to that
schedule the surplus proceeds of any farm-
er's stock would be distributed. It is pro-
l)osed to abandon that altogether and get on
to the pro rata basis. Has the Minister noti-
fled the Chamber of Commerce of the altera-
tion and have they agreed to it? That Cham-
ber gave us a lot of assistance at the outset
in connection with the original measure.

The MIINISTER FOR ]RAILWAYS: The
machinery merchants are the only people
concerned. We consulted them and they
agreed, and in their turn the 'y would have
notified the Chambe-r of Commerce. I have
not formallyv consulted the Chamber of Com-
merce.

Clause put and passed.
Clauses 10 to 13-agreed to.
Clause 14-Provision for repayment by

instalments:

The MINIISTFR1 FOR RAILWAYS: T
move an amendment-

Th at the followring be added to stanid as
Subciause 5 :--'e indebtedniess of sel-
Ier,; and o~her personts as aforesaid to
aaq Go cornpmeirt de part ment for supplies
oir adrr'nres under the Grain and Food-
.stuffs .let, 1911. or otherwise prier to the
covemencement of the principal Act, shall
be deemned a liability to the Board, and
na ' be brought into account in arriving

at such, balance as fofres5aid.))

Tile banlances in qutestion are not very large,
but the Glovernment think they ought to be
included within the scope of the Industries
Assistance Board. It is not desirable to have
a settler's accounts spiread over various sets
of books.

Amendment put and passed; the clause m,
aniended agreed to.

Clauses 15, 16-agreed to.
TiiIe-sgreed to.

fThe Speaker resunmed the Chair.]

Ril vI reported with amendments.

1141lljr-STA TE TRA DING CONCERNS
(No. 2).

Ina Committee.
Mr. Carpenter in the Chair; the Minister

for Works in charge of the Bill.
Clauses 1. 2, 3-agreed to.
Clause 4-Application of Act:
Hon. WV. D. JOHNSON: I move an

am en dmen t-
That in Subdlause 2, line 3, the word

fcJarlianleJtf be struck out, and "Leg uS-

ia/i 'e A1sseinbI'11" iniserted in? lieu.
it is perfectly clear that the object of the
clause is to render practically impossible the
establishmnent of any further State trading
concerns in Western Australia.

The Attorney General: Would you esral
lishi any more?

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: Yes; if only tc
revent the exloiting of tile agriculturist

The money now being expended on ti.
Royal Commission on Agriculture should Wt
devoted towards preventingr the inflation of
the prices of the farmers' requirements. No
dloubt, it is part of the policy of the present
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(Iovetnuent Io o1pplose trading concerns;
but that feature of their policy has never
been endorsed liv thre people. On the con-
trary, the people have endorsed tlie estab-
lishiment of State trading concerns. Probably
no Australian Ministry ever suffered a sev-
erer defeat than (lid the Wilson Government
in 1.911, whenl [ihe opposition made State
trading concerns a p romlinen t plank of their
platform. Although the Scaddan Govern-
mernt eventually were defeated by the two
parties opposite coalescing, thle policy of
State tradling concerns has never, been re-
jected by tire pbeople. 11 was introduced as
the result of a direct appeal to the people;
and the Government are now endeavouring,
without any definite instructions from the
people, to malke tile establishment of State
trading concerns all lbut impossible. There
are many matters on which the people have
expressed definite opinions, but though their
Nvishes have ibeen met by this Chamber they
have been totally disregarded by the pro-
petty Clhatmber. I can quite imagine the
farmers speedily protesting against the price
of superphosphates. However, the combina-
tion against the farmers' interests in this ye-
sp eet will have sufficient influence in the
IbritertY Chanmber to defeat the effort do dto
lustice to the agricultural industry. Chair-
men's fees and directors' fees and other in-
flences opierat e in tlie Ulp per H-ouse, and

make it impossible to get reforms passed
which directly affect tile interests of those
represented in that Chamber. Numerous il-
lustrations could be given in this connection.
But the people of Australia eventually will
lake steps to ensure that their desires as ex-
pressed through the ballot box receive the
respiect of both branches of tile legislature.
Either the Legislative Councils of Australia
will be reformed by a widening of the fran-
chise, or else they' will be totally abolished.
One result of the war will be a declaration
by' the returned soldiers that they did not
fighIt and will not light for property in-
terests.

Sitfi slispended from 6.15 to 7.30 Im.

[31r. Hima, loolk the 0/Lair.]

I-on. AV. D). lOJ{NSON : This is not a
quaestion onl which the Legislative Council
should bie given direct authority to veto the
desires of the pecople as; emphasised by tire

election of members to this Chamber. Hon.
members of the Legislative Council are
elected for the express purpose of protect-
ing- vested interests, and it is almost a cer-
dalinty that they will no( endorse by their
vote the expressed desires of the people who
vole for the Legislative Assembly. The
clause has been worded as we find it so as to
make it impossible for any more trading
concerns to be established.

The ilinister for Works: Nonsense.
Hort. W. D. JOHNSOIN: I am quite pre-

pared to go to the extent of agreeing that
tire Legislative Assembly shall have the right
to sna' that a t railing concern shall be estab-
lisledi.

The MINISTER1 FOR WORKS: I regret
that thle lion, member should on every pos-
sible occasion hold up as a red rag, the
question of the Legislative Council. The
statements lie has put forward cannot bb
called arguments. One would think that tire
Legislative Council existed for no other pur-
pose thtan to override the interests of the
people of. WNestern Australia.

MXr. O'Loghlen: That is all they do.
Tire MINISTER FOR WORKS: That

ay be the hion. member's opinion. We
know that the Labour party desire to have
thie whole of the power vested in the Legis-
lative Assembly, but there is a great number
of people who hold a different opinion and
believe that it is wise, especially in viewv of
the events of the last five years, titat there
should be some check on the irresponsible
happenings which people of irresponsibility
like the late Government put forward.'

Mr. O'Loghilen: They' did not get a deficit
of halt' a million in five months.

Thre MINISTER, FOR WORKS: The
lion. member has said that this clause has
been advanced with the one diabolical idea
of rendering it impossible for any furlther
trading concerns to be established. The
lion. member has a right to his opinion, but
I lell him that the clause was not framied for
that purpose and neither was it framed by
anyv member of the Government. In fact.
the Bill wvas not framed by any member of
the Government.

i\Ir. Foley: Where is your responsibilily,
then?

The NtMIISTEP FOR WORKS: This
Bill is the outcome of instructions given to
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the accountants and the beads of the dif-
ferent departments. They wvere asked to
produce a Bill which would provide the
necessary machinery for carrying on the
trading concerns on a business-like basis.
The Bill introduced by the late Government
was supposed to provide that. The speeches
of the then AMinisters disclose what they in-
tended to do, but the result of esperienco,
with the concerns showed that the Bill did
not give the necessary machinery to carry
on the concerns in a propler way. Let me
give one instance. The implement works did
a small job for the harbour works, the cost
of which camne to £48, and there was left
over a little metal worth 50s. The natural
course was to deduct that amount from the
£48, hut the Auditor General said "No, you
have committed a breach of the Act; you
have no right to do this; you must render
a Bill for £4, collect that amount, and the
harbour works must render you an account
for 50s. "

lIon. W. D). Johnson: What has that lo
do with this clause?

The MINISTERI FOR WORKS: Our
desire is to dto away with a lot of the hind-
rances which in the past have paralysed the
concerns.

.Mr. Taylor: But those things have noth-
ing to do wrilhi this clause.

The MINISTER FOR WORKiS: Instruc-
tions were given that a Bill should be pro-
duced to do away with all defects and red
tape, which were strangling the industries,
and from start to finish not a member of the
Government had a word to say in the matter.
Of course, when the Bill was framed it came
hefore the Government.

Hon. P. Collier: That is a most extra-
ordinary statement to make.

The iNISTER FOR WORKS: Our de-
sire was to have a Hill drafted which would
facilitate the working of those concerns, and
when it camne before is we were satisfied with
what had been done.

Hon. W. D). Johnson: Will you agree to
my amendment?

The -MINISTER FOR WORKS: No one
knows better than the hon. member that the
question of the establishment of trading
concerns was not made a b'ining one at the
last elections. I will admit it was refeirred
to, but that was all. The hon. member had

reculse to a red herring when lie referred
to sLuper. le knows that the rise in super.
begani in the Eastern States, probably as the
result of increased wages. However, I
would prefer to see the State manufacturing
super. than have to deal with some of the
unfortunate concerns which the late Govern-
treat left to uts, which have led to the enor-
mous deficit, and which wvill certainly result
in still further losses. The amendment, even
if agreed to, could not be carried into effect,
for the simple reason that it is contrary ho
thc Constitution, which provides that the
laws must be made by Parliament, and not
by either House of Parliament.

Mr. FOLEY: Reference has been made
to the shifting of responsibility. In this in-
stance the responsibility rests upon the whole
of the community, and not on any section
thereof. The Minister for Works would
have us believe that when the Bill was re-
solved upon lie merely called in a few de-
partmental officers and said, "Frame me this
measure. It will be all right." I refuse to
take even thme wvord of the Minister for
W\orks when hie says that the officers had no
sI)c-ifie instructions as; to what the Govern-
meait required.

Thle Minister for Works: It is of no use
reaffirmnihg it, since you will not take my
word.

Mr. E1. B. Johnston: The accountants did
it.

Mr. FOLEY: If the accountants drafted
the measure, where does the Minister's res-
ponsibility come in? The Minister wishes
to shift the responsibility and put it on the
shoulders of the departmental officers.

The Minister for Works: Nothing of the
kind.

Mr. FOLEY: The Labour Government
accepted full responsibility in respect of
every Bill they brought down, and the pre-
sent Minister is not playing- cricket when
lie tries to shift the responsibility that should
be on him. In the past, whenever a Bill
dealing with trading concerns was before the
House, we had members of the Chamber of
Commerce lobbying here every night: and
whenever a mining Bill was under discus-
sion much of the State's money was spe'it
on telegrams to the Chamber of Mines for
instruction. The Legislative Council should
not )lave any say in respect of the establish-
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meal of trading concerns. This should be
the lprerogaive of the people, to be ex-
pressed through their representatives in this
House. Regarding the Minister for Works'
remarks on the question of super., I would
point out that immediately the abolition of
charges was made by a Liberal Government
the siiperphiosphatc people put up the price.
I would ask the Minister wvhether any at-
tempt has been made to control the price of
super. in the interests of the farmer. Last
night the Premier asked us to accept an
assurance that something would be done in
that direction. We want to know what it
is that will be (lone. I submit that it is the
Legislative Assembly which should say what
is to become of our trading concerns. It
has been urged that the Constitution will
not permit the adoption of the amendment.

Th~e Minister for Railways: It will not go
through in another place.

Mr. FOLEY: There is a threat right
away, just such a threat as is always held
out whenever an attempt is made to defend
the people's rights in this House.

Mr. MULLANY: I hope the Committee
wilt give the amendment close and favour-
able consideration, and more particularly I
ask members of the Country party what the
position of the farmer will be if the clause
be passed as printed. In all Parliaments
the Lower House has the right to decide
such questions, bat in this Bill it is proposed
to hand over that right to a section of
Parliament which is interested for financial
or business reasons in preventing the es-
tablishment of business enterprises. We
have had from the Minister for Works the
statement that no member of the Govern-
ment had knowledge of this clause before it
was presented to the House. He said in-
structions were given to the departmental
heads or the accountants 'to draft the Bill
embodying their ideas.

The Minister for Works: That has nll
been explained before. I told you that the
Bill bad been considered by Cabinet and
that I was going to support it. I am not
sheltering myself behind the departmental
heads.

Mr. MULLANY: Twenty minutes ago
the Minister told uis that he had no pro-

vious knowledge of this clause but that he,
intended fighting for it.

The Minister for Works: You are twist-
ing my words, and you know it.

Mr. MULLANY: I want to know whether
Parliament or the departmental beads shall
dictate the policy of the State. It is well to
get thme advice of departmental accountants,
or heads regarding machinery clauses, but
it is astounding to find a responsible Min-
isler saying in this Chamber he is going to.
allow a departmental head to dictate mat-
tecs of policy.

The Minister for Works: I did not say
anything of the sort.

Mr. MIULLANY: I protest against the
clause, and shall support the amendment,
because I would retain to the people the
right of saying whether they shall or shall
not embark in business enterprises. If this
clause be passed it will not be giving effect
to the ideas of Ministers, but to the ideas
of departmental heads and accountants.

Mr. LAMBERT: If this clause be passed
the effect will be to limit the activities of
Parliament. We had a recent admission
from Ministers of their intention to sell or
otherwise dispose of the State enterprises.
But tine Government have never put that in-
tention into effect. Why?

Mr. Smith: Would you keep your private
business going if you were losing money?

Mr. LAMBERT: It is well known in con-
nection with business enterprises that they
are not always prosperous at all periods,
particularly in the early stages after their
establishment. My opinion is that some of
the trading concerns established by the La-
bour Government wvill remain a monument
to their capacity and business acumen.

Mr. Smith: How long would you run a
business before you were satisfied you
should close it up?

Mr. LAMBELRT: It is not my province
to instruct the hon. member on such points.
I appeal particularly to the members of the
Country party that if they wish to conserve
the interests of the farmer they should free
him from the shackles which the present
Ministry seeks to place on the Legislature.
If they do not do this they should never
go before their constituents, and most cer-
tainly should never come back here after-
wards. Notwithstanding the references of
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thle Minister for Works and the Premier on
thle snperp:hosphate industry, it is undeni-
able that superphosphate is important to the
agricultural industry. It would ill become
thie farmers' representati ves in this House
to agree to a clause which would limit the
activities of the Legislature. I repeat this
is a question more closely concerning the
party representing the farmers than it con-
cerns those on this side of the House. So
far as we are concerned I have no doubt
that eventually our platform will 'be carried
into effect. The whole tendency of Legis-
bunles to-day is to broaden the sphere of
State activities and not to shackle them in
the manner that this Bill is trying to do.
If the Country party allow this clause to
go through they should be ashamed to go
back to their constituencies. Were the Lab-
our Government to come back to power I
believe I am right in saying that one of the
first things; they would do would he to es-
tablisi, superphosphate works. This is, per-
Iaps, the direction in which the farming in-
dustry could he assisted more than in any
other. That charity has not been extended
to tile Labour party that should have been
extended for all that it has done for the
Slate.

The Minister for Works: In order to get
flint gratitude you are going to bribe them.

lMr. LAMBERT: It is our set policy to
establish industries which are intimately
connected with the farming industry. Are
members of the Country party prepared
to hand over to another Chamber, which
by calling, understanding and policy is pre-
judiced against the activities of the State
being extended so as to benefit the com-
munity in general, the right to say that we
shall establish these industries in order to
assist them? If the State were to start a
State insurance and a State banking scheme
I believe that in five years the country would
lie free of debt. All these big State activities
would then be used to wipe off the accumu-
lated national debt. The success achieved
by- the Commonwealth Bank is a notable
instance of what can be done by large State
enterprises.

Hon. P. Collier: The Commonwealth
Bank was the only bank in England which
did not close its doors during the first week
of the 'var.

Mr. LAM\BERT: I do not say that we
should go in for a lot of experimental State
enterprises, but tile big avenues of profit
should be monopolised for the benefit of the
State. It is a scandal that private insur-
ance companies in Western Australia should
have been paid £18,000 or £20,000 for the
insurance of crops which have been put in
with thle assistance of the Industries As-
sistance Board.

Mr. Willmott: Thley- have to incur over a
million in liabilities for that premium.

,Ar. LAMIBERT: Their charges are too
high. I appeal to lion, members to support
this amendment and not to place a matter of
such vital importance to the State in the
hands of an unsympathetic Chamber.

Mr. THO-MAS: When thle Premier re-
turned from the Eastern States and talked
about the abolition of party polities and the
establishment of a national organisatioin for
thie good of this country, he must have tueen
spealcing with his tongue in his cheek. It
is an insult to the public intelligence for him
to say onl thle one h)and that hie is desirous of
dloing awvay with party strife in these times.
and onl the other hand, to make these hypo-
critical statements in the attempt to destroy
the p~rincil1es up)on which the Labour move-
meat has been built.

The CHTAIRMIAN'. Order! The question
before the Committee is as to whether the
word "Parliament" should be struck out.
Thle lion. membter is making a second read-
ing- speech.

Mr. THOMAS: I will connect my re-
marks with tliat. This clause is a "eli-con-
sidered and deliberately thought out plan to
rob the people of Western Australia
of the libert 'y they have enjoy' ed for
years, and to destroy the efficacy
of the principle of adult suffrage.
Though majority rule is not perfect. it is
the best rule we know of as yet. If this
clause is carried us it stands, the adult voters
without property who elect the members of
this Chamber wvill no longer have the power
to guide the destinies of Western Australia.
The constitution of another place, by reason
of its peculiar nature, would frustrate the
attempt of even a unanimous Assembly to
abolish the worst and most oppressive won-
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opoly. We are now called upon to defend
the privileges of members of this Chamber.
The Liberal party, in their day of power,
seek to destroy the liberties of the people of
Western Australia. But a day of reckoning
will come, when the people will exact the
penalty. No niember supporting this clause
told his electors from the platform that he
intended to vote their liberties away. I ap-
peal to members -of the Country party, 'and
also to members of the Liberal party, for a
fair deal to the constituents who sent them
here. The policy of State Implement Works
and State steamships and other activities of
the same nature was distinctly placed be-
fore, and definitely approved by, the elee-
torate. The war is presing heavily on Eng-
land, and I wonder if MNr. Lloyd George
would tolerate the interference of the House
of Lords in ally plan for the control of in-
dustries on behaf of the British nation. If
niationalisation of industries is effective dur-
ing the stress of war, is it not far more
likely to prove successful in times of peace?
At all events, the war has made evident the
total failure of private enterprise. To pass
the clause as it stands would be to deprive
our people of their liberties for many years
to come, and would render members of this
Chamber powerless to give effect to the will
of the people who sent them here. This
effort, by a secret method to deprive the
people of their rights, -will place an in-
effaceable brand on the party responsible.
Indeed, this clause justifies the moving of a
want of confidence motion. There never
was a more disgraceful attempt to abrogate
the rights of the people. I do not think the
Minister responsible realises the enormity of
his offence. This clause is the Bill. It is
a principle which is vital to every elector,
and does the Minister think that I am going
to be silenced because it does not please me?
If I cannot do it here, I will tell the people
elsewhere how those who should be the
guardians of their liberty are treating them
in this Chamber. The time will come when
hon. members 'will he ashamed of the action
they are trying to force on this Parliament.
.I would ask every hon. member to weigh
well this matter before he casts his vote
which, in after years, may give him cause
for regret.

Mr. TAYLOR: I have listeaed to the ar-.
guments in favour of the amendment and
also to the interjeetions from the Govern-
ment side in iavour of the clause. I am not
too much enamoured of the possible effect of'
the amendment; I would prefer the sub-
clauise to he struck out altogether. If we
strike out the word "Parliament" and inset
"Legislative Assembly" in its place, a feel-
ing will he created in another place which
w-ill result in the rejection of the amend-
ment.

Mr. Carpenter: If we strike out the sub-
clauise they will put it in again.

MNr. TAYLOR: The *accountants who, ac-
cording to the Minister, framed the Bill,
maust have known exactly the policy' of the
Government. The real policy of thie Liberals
is contained in a later clause of the Bill in
wbich the Government are given power to
dispose of these concerns without asking for
the consent of Parliament or anyone else.

The Minister for Works: That is the
policy.

Hon. P. Collier: Was that also prepared
by the accountants?

Mr. TAYLOR: We find that the real
essence of the policy of the Liberal Govern-
nient is to dispose of the people's property
without asking the permission of the peop~le.
The people of the country can no longer
believe in them after having watched the
reports of the financial operations as they
appear each month. We find that the deficit
is getting bigger, and we find, too, that the
losses eachi month are becoming greater, not-
withstanding that the revenue shows ain in-
crease. We shall find also that the pink
sheet will shortly have to call the Premier
"Gone two millions Frank" and that the
stocks of "Gone a million Jack" will drop
50 per cent. These financiers nowv, in order
to get over their difficulty, want Parliament
to give them power to sell the people's pro-
perty. If the Labour party came hack to
power they would have no opportunity of
putting their policy into practice if it had
to stand the test of another place. We
tried repeatedly during the five years to
meet the growing deficit by taxation pro-
posals hut failed on every occasion. We.
find the present party are not long in office
before they, too, bring down taxation pro-
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posals to meet the growing deficit, but those
proposals wvere not acceptable to their party.

The Premier: What has all this to do
with the amendment?

Air. TAYLOR: Everything. The object
of the Bill is to give the Government power
to dispose of the trading concerns which,
the Government say, have been responsible
for the deficit.

'the -Minister for Works: Why not dis-
COSA thiP ciluse and leave the other until we
Conte to it"

A1ir. TAYLOR: 1 do not believe, even if
we to pass the Bill, that it will have the de-
sired effect, So long as the Government can
get appropriation through, they can spend
ille money under the Constitution Act.

Ron. J. D. Connolly (Honorary Minis-
ter) :Then why bother about it?

Akir. TAYLOR: Hon. members opposite
have no respect for the wishes of the people
after the people have put them into power.
I have had resolutions sent to me from
various parts of my electorate asking me to
opp~ose the Bill in tote. It is absolutely
against the principles of the Labour party
to dispose of the trading concerns, and the
methods prescribed in the Bill should be
against even the princip~les of the Liberal
party. When the Labour party were ad-
ministering the trading concerns, the pre-
sent 'Minister for Works 'vas for ever declar-
ing that the losses made were due to bad
management. He refused to admit for a
moment that the enterprises were sufficiently
big to present any difficulties whatever to
any administrator of business knowledge
and training. Yet, as soon as ever those
trading concerns drift into the hands of that
hon. gentleman, he at once cries, "They are
too big for me; let us sell them." I cannot
believe that the Government are sincere in
their opposition to the amendment, for we
know well enoug-h that in the last resource
they can rely on the Legislative Council to
throw it oul. The proper course to adopt
would be for us to strike out the subelause
altogether, and I hope the Government will
agree to this. The siibelause takes away a
great deal of the privileges of the people, as
represented in the Assembly. Lloyd George,
[he Prime -Minister of England, is busily en-
gaged building up State enterprises, whereas

another George, a Mlinister here, is trying
his best to sell similar State institutions.

Mr. NAIRN: The hon. member has sought
to deduce an argument from certain develop-
ments that have been made in the old courn-
try since the declaration of wvar. It is not
surp~rising to hear the other side Contending
that the Imperial Government, finding them-
selves in the throes of the most terrible war
in history, have adopted the policy of the
Labour party of Australia. In justification
of that we are reminded that the Imperial
Government, in the interests of the British
Empire,' are taking over certain institutions
previously conducted by p~rivate enterprise.
What would have been the position of the
Empire to-day if Imperial Ministers ha6
been compelled to depend on those institu-
tions which were already controlled by the
British Government? It was only by the
sound development of privately owned in-
stitutions voluntarily handed over to the
British Government in the interests of the
Empire, that the situation was saved.

Hon. J. Scaddan: Did the shipping comn-
panies in Britain voluntarily offer their ships
to the Government?

Mr. NAIRN: I am spcakine of the enter-
prises which have been mentioned by memi-
bers opposite as having ibeen taken over by
the British Government in Justification of
their claim that this Government should take
over all industries. Had it been left to the
institutions under the control of the British
Government the Empire would not have
been safe for 24 hours. I decline to remain
here and *have that foolish, absurd and
foundationless theme thrown before this

Camber.
Ron. J. Scaddan: Tell us one industry

handed over to the British Government vol-
untarily.

Mr. NAIRN: To take only one big insti-
tution-the iron foundries of Britain. Can
members op~posite quote a single instance
in the history of this war where the fullest
assistance was not given by that industry to
the Government? Had the Empire been
dependent upon Government shipping we
would not have been in the position we are
to-day. It was only the fact that British
trade had been so highly developed by pri-
vate enterprise that saved the Empire from
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anniuilution. I have waited all the evening
for members opposite to show one good
reason why we should make an exception iii
our legislation in this case. If it is desired
to build a railway the authority of both
Houses must be obtained under the Consti-
tution. To say there should be. different
methods adopted in the purchase of a State
steamer than in tihe construction of a rail-
way is hypocritical. The occasion upon
which the mnember for Mlt. Margaret (Mr.
Taylor) was most eloquent was when on this
side of the House he denounced the Ministry
iii power for not having consulted Parlia-
ment regarding the purchase of a State en-
terprise. And the member for Williams-
Narrogin (Mr. E. B. Johnston) practically
sent the present Opposition across the House
because in a debate on a similar question
he charged the then Ministry with having
violate the Constitution. And a similar
attitude was taken up by the member for
Gerilldton (11r. Heitmann). If any argu-
ment in favour of the clause which the mem-
ber for Mt. Margaret rightly describes aS the
Bill, has been advanced it has been advanced
by the three members i have mentioned.
'There arc institutions in this Slate which,
though they have no legislative authority,
have tremendous legislative power, wherein
40 or 50 people without stat utory authority
establish programnjecs which their parties
must follow. We. had an example of one
such meeting attended by Ministers discuss-
ing the question of State. enterprises, and
the Ministers asked conference to stay their
hands. Yet in face of that protest those
Ministers were sent back to this House and
told to proceed further with a policy of
State enterprise.

Mr. Taylor: That congress represented
more people than the Legislative Council
represents.

Mr. NAIRN: 'We have no evidence as to
whom the congress represented. I have
pledged myself to oppose as vigorously as
I can any additional State enterprises. In
my opinion not 25 per vent. of the workers
I Ieniselves are in favour of State enter-
prises. They 'have found that they do not
get better conditions or greater security of
employment and also that they have to carry
their share of the heavy financial legacy left
by the non-paying enterprises established by

the late Government. Every individual in
the SlIate, whether he be worker or capitalist,
has to accept his full share of the respon-
sibility for the failure of those enterprises.
I hope before the vote is taken that some
good and intelligent reason will be shown
why exception should be made in the case
of State enterprises to obtaining the same
Constitutional authority of both Houses as
is required in regard to any other problem
which comes before Parliament.

Mr, M~UNS XE: The membher for Swan
has mande some remarkable statements.
-Neither he nor any other member of the
House can mention one industry in Great
Britain coontrolled by the British Govern-
ment wrhich has not been taken from the
private employers against their will.

Air. S. Stubbs: What about L ysaght's?
The Premier: There is Hatfield's foundry

and others.
Hon. W. C. Angwvin: Lysaghit's. kicked up

aq row over it.
Mr. 31UNS XE: Both the Employers' Fed-

erations of England and the Chianmbers of
Commerce of England have met and lpro-
tested on every occasion most vigorously
against the attempt of the Government to
take any more of the manufacturing
concerns of England. At the last an-
nun]i eeting of the shipowners in England
the Chairman p~rotested against tile in-
terference of the Government in attempt-
ing, to increase the taxation of war
profits over and above 50 per cent.
and now we find the British Government,
in spite of the protest of shipping owners,
controlling these vessels. Many of the ship)-
ping companies have handed over portion
of their fleets to be used by the British Gov-
ernment for transports under absolutely
extortionate conditions, but not one of these
companies has ever agreed that the Govern-
mieat should absolutely control the whole of
its fleet. Whilst our trading concerns in
this State were in their infancy we were met
with a disastrous drought and that was fol-
lowed by this great world's -war, and yet we
have hon. members saying that they are not
a success from the point of pounds, shillings,
and pence and ought to be got rid of.
Throughout the world nations are adopting
the policy which has been advocated by the
Labour party in Australia for the lest 25
years, and everything possible is being nat-
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jonalised. If the Bill is passed in its pres-
ent form it will he useless giving the fran-
chise to the adults of Western Australia.
I venture to say that not 30,000 people in
Western Australia are entitled to a vote for
a representative in another place, whilst
there are 124,000 with no vote at all. Yet
the Government wish us to accept the Hill,
dIrafted and manufactured by the account-
ants of the various State departments,
which is going to whittle away the privi-
leges of the people and place us in the hands
of a Chamber which is absolutely controlled
and run by vested interests. I protest
against sacrificing the interests of the whole
of the people on behalf of, at the outside,
30,000 of them. The Minister for' Works,
in reply to the memaber for Guildford, said
that the matter of State enterprises was
rarely mentioned off the public platform.
Outside of the gerrymandering Redistribution
of Seats Hill, and the famotus Collie map.
there was no subject so prominent before
the people of the State as the introduction
of State enterprises during the 1911 elec-
tion. Yet the lion, gentleman desires mein-
hers to believe that State trading concerns
were not an important issue on that occa-
sion1.

'[he 'Minister for Works: I did not say
that: I said they were not prominent.

Mdr: MtINSIE: In 1914 we still came back
to this Chamber with a majority of two.

The Premier: You squeezed in.
Mr. _MUNSIE: Yes, as a result of

absolute misrepresentation and nothing
else. After fighting two elections in
this State, the second one in the face
of all this misrepresentation, and with
State trading concerns as a prominent issue
in each case, we still came back with a ma-
jority in the House. On top of this we have
the lion. gentleman, who by secret, under-
hand methods has succeeded in gaining a
seat on the Treasury bench, but is afraid
to appeal to the people of the State, intro-
clicing a Bill which is not only intended to
stop all State trading concerns, but to take
away the power of the people so far as
their vote is concerned. It is an absolute
scandal. It is my belief that if we were to
fight the next election on the pro-
posals contained in this Bill we would
again be returned with a majority.

The Minister for Works and the Premier
know what would be the result. They are
misleading- the people of this State and, of
the Commonwealth. They looked for a sub-
ject which w%,old cause dissension id the
ranks of the strongest political movement
ever known in Australia, and they found
such a subject; but the dissension is only
for a time. For my part, I am not going to
permit any Government whatever to expend
the people's money without consulting the
people's House. The member for Swan, re-
ferring to the deficit, said lie would defy any
member of the Opposition to produce one
Labourite or one worker in this State who
was not feeling the pinch of the enormous
deficit piled up) by the Scaddan Government.
I ask the member for Swan, or any member
on the Government side, how much the deficit
has affected him so far? It has not affected
any man inside this Chamnber or outside it
to the extent of a pienny. But if the present
Government remain in office long enough,
they will make the worker feel the pinch of
a deficit. The late Government and their
supporters realised the position into which
the State was getting, and they tried to take
precautions. They endeavured to rectify that
position by the most scientific taxation sys-
tem ever lproposed in an Australian Parlia-
mient; but their proposal wvas ignominiously
rejected by the other Chamber, as was every
one of the perfectly equitable taxation mea-
sures brought forward by tbe Scaddan Gov-
ernment. And, after such in experience, the
Minister for Works wishes us to give the
Upper Chamber the right to determine
whether another State enterprise shall ever
be established in Western Australia. The
-Minister has never explained what the clause
means other than the interpretation given to
it by this side. The Opposition are pre-
pared to take the responsibility of doing
something that the 31inister terms unconsti-
tutional, if the hon. gentleman wil accept
the amendment. Again, if he will agree to
delete this clause and Clause 24, the remain-
der of the Bill can be made highly useful in
the interests of the shareholders in the State
trading concerns. But those two clauses, as
they stand, I am not prepared to accept on
any consideration. The 'Minister stressed
his point that this is purely a machinery
Bill; and from that aspect I am prepared
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to give him every assistance. But I am not
prepared to aid the Government in an en-
deavour to nullify adult suffrage.

-Mli. GREEN: I also support the amend-
meut, largely for the reasons already ex-
pressed on this side. I take the Minister for
Works at his own word as regards his sin-
cerity in the matter. The hon. gentleman has
repeatedly stated that the policy of the pre-
sent Government is to refrain from estab-
lishing State trading concerns and to dispose
Of the concerns already established. The
Labour party are pledged to the establish-
ment of State enterprises, but only with a
view to checking or abolishing monopolies.
But, under this clause, what would be the
fate of such legislation in another place?
Any Bill for theo establishment of a State
trading concern would meet with the bit-
terest opposition in the Council. The State
Steamship Service has -been made a bugbear
from the financial aspect; but, in view of
the relative capitalisations, the State Steam.-
ship Service is ahead of the Railway De-
partment. Let me quote from figures pre-
pared by the present Government and pub-
lishied in to-day's newspapers. According
to those figures, the State steamers during
the seven months from July of 1016 to the
end of last month earned a revenue of
£120,092 for an expenditure of £S4,175,
showing an excess of revenue over expendi-
ture--irrespective of sinking fund and simi-
lar charges-of over £4,000. At five per
cent, it would mean that the State steamers
would be eapitalised at £0916,000. It is true
that at the present time State steamers are
proving one of the best investments the Grov-
ernment had left to them. Take the other
enterprises mentioned in the balance sheet
issued yesterday. There are certain estates
which were purchased by the previous Gov-
erment, and including those we find that
the revenue received during the seven months
of the financial year amounted to £1,823,133,
and the expenditure was £1,490,257, leaving
an excess of revenue over expenditure of
£E332,876. If the whole of this were capital-
ised at five per cent. it would mean that we
had invested 6%/ millions in these different
enterprises. That amount of money has not
been expended in these enterprises and it is
rather amusing to think that the member for
Swan. who is generally very careful in the

statements he makes, on the very day that
his Government wade clear this position of
assets end expenditure, has the temerity to
say that the deficit, on account of the State
enterprises, is crushing the worker. Have I
not clearly shown that the State enterprises
are not responsible for the deficit which ex-
ists to-day? The deficit has arisen largely
because of the failure of the Agricultural in-
dustry. The policy of our party in the past
has been not to meddle with private enter-
prise in any way whatever; but if private
enterprise takes it upon itself to form a
combine such as happened in regard to the
manufacture of bricks, then we are out
against it. When the Government wanted
bricks a little while back a private firm.
which had bought a number from the Gov-
ernment, sold them back to the Government
at a few shillings per thousand more than
they paid for them. And the Government
rose like groper fish and snapped the bait.

The Minister for Works: Give us all the
facts. I am interested in this.

Mr. GREEN: I am not mentioning any
namnes, but I can give these to the Minister
privately. Some mention has been made of
the fish enterprise. In Kalgoorlie and Boul-
der we were securing fish and getting two
cwt. of achnApper and about seven cwt. of
smaller fish weekly.

Hon. J. D. Connolly (fHonorary M1inis-
ter) : What has this to do with the amend-
mient?

Mr. GREEN: The amendment strikes a
vital blow at State enterprises. Directly the
fish supplies were stopped by the present
Government, the wholesale man in Kalgoor-
lie raised the price of schnapper 2 d. per
lb).

Hon. J. D. Connolly (Honorary Minis-
ter) : And the Slate saved £10 a day.

Mr. GREEK: If the Government had
increased the price of fish 2d. all round the
goldfields would still have had fish and a
handsome proposition would have remained.
The member for Swan tried to prove that
there was no comparison between the posi-
tion of Western Australia, with her State
enterprises, and the old country, where
everything had been brought under Govern-
ment control. He declared that at home en-
ormous profits were being made, and that
the factories were voluntarily handed over

1.636
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to the Government. It 'has already been
proved that such is not the position. The
industries in the old country were making
enormous profits, and the workers, even
with their increased wages, were finding it
difficult to live. The Government, in order
to get the most from the raw material,
nationalised the industries. In yesterday's
West Australian there appeared a cable
message relative to a scheme of State social-
ism. It read-

Replying to an objection that the Em-
pir Resources Development Committee's
prop~osals imply Stale socialism, Sir L. S.
Jamieson states :-"We have been trend-
iug that way since before the war. It is
necessary to see that State socialism with
the proper label takes the right direction."

I quite agree with that.
"It would be hopeless to try to make a
Development Committee out of the ex-
isting civil service. The Committee must
consist of captains of industry."
Hon. J. D. Connolly (Honorary Minis-

ter) : The last sentence7 condemns the whole
argument; they are not controlled by the
State, they are controlled by private enter-
prise.

2 lr. GREEN: For the benefit of whom?
Hon. J. D. Connolly (Houbirary Minis-

ter) : That is not the point.
Mr. GREEN: The hon. member can give

me the captains of industry and if Australia
is going to receive the benefit I shall be
prepared to adopt his scheme. The question
of State ownership, as we know it, is on its
trial in respect of the methods by which it
can be worked. I do not for a moment hold
that the right thing to do is to hand over to
one untrained M1inisterial head the conduct
of half a dozen big, complicated concerna.
But it should be possible to find and pay a
highly efficient expert to take charge of each
State industry, and so ensure substantial
profits for the State.

The Minister for Works: The Bill will
give the managers all the power required.

Mr. GREEN: Not at all. The policy of
the Minister is to abolish State enterprises.

The Minister for Works: But if we have
to carry them on, power is given in the Bill
to do exactly as you suggest.

Mr. GREEN: The real purpose of the
Minister and his colleagues is to sell all the

r ~o

trading concerns, notwithstanding that the
whole trend of modern thought is in the
direction of State enterprises.

Mr. Smith: Do you think the British
Government will continue to carry on their
big trading concerns after the war?

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Most certainly.
They will never go hack.

Mr. GREEN: The point is that it is im-
possible, whether in peace time or time of
wvar. to see that control is kept on those
great predatory trusts that have evolved
from the old school of private competition
when the policy was every man for himself.
Only a few days ago the Daily News pub-
lished an article showing that last years
profits from the White Star line of steamers
amounted to nearly two million pounds after
providing large sums for excess profits taxa-
tion. I have here a number of extracts from
responsible journals dealing with the enor-
mous profits being made in various branches
of industry. Senator Coquette, of the Can-
adian Parliament, adduced evidence to show
that the immense war time profits being
made by the munitions factories in Canada
were having a serious effect upon the enlist-
ments among the native born of that Do-
minion. The profiteers know no country
and no flag, but are after profits all the
time.

Air. Nairn: They are like the I.W.W.

Air. GREEN: I am not here to defend
the l.W.W. Their policy is absolutely op-
posed to that of the Labour party. I trust
the amendment will be carried. The clause
is a distinct blow at the possibility of ever
being able td firmly establish State enter-
prises in Western Australia. If the Liberal
Government were to fall away from the
principle laid down by comrade George of
selling, blowing up, dynamiting or using
some other method of getting rid of the ex-
isting State enterprises and of preventing
others from coming into existence, and there
were a real danger from, say, the shipping
trust or the meat trust, and the Government
sought to increase the shipping to the North-
West by the purchase of another State
steamer, there are members in another
Chamber who would fight toothi and nail
against that proposition.
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Mr. S. STUBBS: I move-
That progress be reported.

Mlotion put and a division taken
following result:-

Ayes
Noes

Majority agaiust

Ayes.
Air. Allen
Mr. Butcher
Mr. Connolly
Mr, Cunningham
Mr. Gardiner
N1r. Gecr%1
Mr. Lefroy
Mr. Mitchell
Mr, Nairn

Nose.

Mr. Angwiv
Mr. Carpenter
Mr. Ubessn
Mr. Collier
Me, Foley
Mr. G reen
Mr. H4u05on
Mr. Wv. D. Jobnson
Mr. Lambert
Mr. Ifullany

Mr. Robins
Mr. Smith
Mr. S. Stu
Mr. Thonas
Mr. Willum
Mr. V, W1I
Mi. Hardw

with the two Houses of Parliament. I can-
'lot understand the argument that the voice

with ritle of democracy is centered in the Legislative
Assembly. What does the proposal mean

16 unless it is being done to gain a party ad-
18 vantageI The party with a majority gov-
-- erns iii this Chamber and the proposal con-

2tamned in the amendment therefore means
- that if our friends opposite come back to

power, and they express the opinion they
on will, the policy regarding State enterprises

will not be decided by the voice of Parlia-
bbi mont but by the voice of their masters who

oil dictate their policy and to whose dictation
Ott

son they are so wonderfully obedient. The pol-
'IC1 icy has been abandoned by our friends op-
(Teller,) posite because it is Dot to their satisfaction.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: When was it aban-
doned T

M r. Munse
Mr. Soaddan
Mr. Taylor
Mir, Thomas
Mr. Troy
Mr. Underwood
Mr. Walker
Mr. O'Lc)ghlen

(Tvllb'.)

Motion thus negatived.

'rhe PREilIIER: Alter thie lengthy dle-
bate we have listened to *.i..i Lkmt T have not
vcry much to say. We have heard many
subjects discussed. Thele have been refer-
ences to M-r. Lloyd George and the Cabinets
in the Old country. We have had a long
dissertation by the member for Kalgoorlie
oin what has been done in Canada with re-
gard to munnitions and other matters con-
nected wvith the war;, we have had references
to outside powvers. and to the deficit of two
midions. bnt no reference whatever to the
proposed amendment on the clause so far.
As I read the clause, it sets forth that we
shall not in fiiture establish any State trad-
ilug concern without consulting Parliament.
Exception has been taken to this by mem-
bers opposite and they have moved that it is
not Parliament that shalt be consulted, but a
section thereof. They want it established
that the Assembly shall have the power of
decision in sneh matters and that the other
portion of the Legislature shall have no say.
Mfembers conversant with the Constitution
replied- that the power in this State rests

The PREMIER . In Kalgoorlie, when
they asked that they should not be forced
in the direction of establishing- State en-
terp rises, but they were turned down and
were told that they must still continua to
establish State enterprises wherever they
could.

Hion. W. C. Angwin: That is not correct.
The PREMIER: Those are the wvords

which were 1reported. Hon. members have
drawn comparisons and addaced arguments
to the effect that we should keel) this power
in the hands of the Assembly. To justify
that attitude, and their advocacy of such
an unconstitutional procedure, they trotted
out the action of the British Government in
taking conDtrol of the steel trade of Great
Britain in order that the requirements of
our armies, the British and the allied, might
he fully satisfied in the matter of muni-
tions- and war maternal. ft is not the
establishment of State enterprises in the
Mother Country which lion. niembers have
pt. forward as an argument;- it is simplly
that the Government have taken control,
and rightly so, of those avenues of industry
which directly affect the result of the war.
I wouild point out that those who were run-
ning these businesses prior to the war are
still in charge of the works, and still carry-
ing on, and that many of them form a
hoard of advice under which the works are
controlleri by the Imperial Government.
There is no question of State socialism. It
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is simply a question of the needs of the
Empire demanding that certain industries
shall be controlled for war purposes,
and these are being controlled with the full
acquiescence of those who have their money
invested in them. If we, in Australia, bad
been half as alive to our duty to the Em-
pire as our kinsmen across the sees have
been, we would probably have adopted some
similar control in Australia, and would not
have seen a large proportion of the popu-
lation not only adverse to compelling men
to give their services in this great war, but
absolutely lethargic with regard to the in-
dustries which might be increased in onr
own lands, and which would help to carry
the war to a successful conclusion. T regrct
very much the fact that hon. members t!are
dragged this great movement into the ques-
tion, in order to voice and back up such a
puerile argument in favour of keeping with-
in their own party the power to establish
State enterprises in Western Australia.
What we do want to discuss to-night is
simply whether Parliament, as such, shall
have the control of the business of the State
in future. At present Parliament has not
that control and no one can deny the state-
ment. Parliament was never consulted when
these State enterprises were .establishied,
although it was sitting at the time the State
steamers, for instance, were purchased. Was
Parliament consulted when the "West Aus-
tralian" was sent home with the full con-
fidence that she would be disposed of when
she reached London?! When we ask if Par-
liament shall have that control we aire told
that this Chamber only sharll say as to
whether in future enterprisesi of thig (lescrip-
lion shall be cmbarked upon.

Ron. W. D). Johnson: Did you consult
Parliament about the recent cattle deal'!

The PREMIER: No. We followed out
what members opposite have done.

Hon. J. Scaddan: That is not an excuse.

The PREMIER: That was in the nature
of something appertaining to the war, in
order to feed our people during war time.

Ron. W. D. Johnson: Parliament was in
session.

The PREMIER: The Legislative Council
is an integral portion of our Legislative sys-
tem. It has powers equal in many respects

to those enjoyed by this Chamber, as set
down in the Constitution. It is essentially
a Chamber of review and revision, although
sometimes it does not review or revise as
we would like it to do. Yet hon. members
would say that those people who represent
the electors of the State of Western Aus-
tralia, just as we do---

Hon. 'f. Walker: No.
The PREMIER: Should not have a voice

in the matter. It is true they have a differ-
ent franchise; but it is a very wide one.
There are very few workers in Western Aus-
tralia who cannot qualify to vote for a
Legislative Council candidate.

Ron. J. Scaddan: What about the plural-
ity vote?

The PREMIER: I venture to say that
there is not a married worker who does not
own a home of his own and who cannot
qualify for a vote for that Chamber if he
so desires. One hon. member says that the
whole of the people should decide this ques-
tion, and not a section. New they say that
the whole of the people shall not have a
voice in the matter, but only a section. It
would be a section only with a vengeance if
the amendment was carried, as I presume
hon. members intend to carry it, on account
of the paucity of members on this side of
the House- It is an unheard of thing that
they should refuse the adjournment of the
debate and take advantage of the absence
of many members on the cross benches, who
are away in the country, notwithstanding
that only last week, in deference to the
pleading of the late Attorney aeneral, I
adjourned the debate on the Electoral Dis-
tricts Bill in order that members of his
party might come back to the Chamber be-
fore wve took a division. This is the treat-
ment they mete out to us to-night. It is
generous treatment indeed. They even drag
in his Honour, the Speaker, to swell the
majority. I would like to refer to the at-
tack made upon the farmers of the
State in connection with the assistance
which, it is said, was being given to
them, in connection with the State
enterprises established in our midst.
I suppose the plea was that the establish-
ment of State enterprises was juslifled--no
matter what their result might be, and no
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nuatler wiqt our pre nt qnd future finan-
cia oblig-ations might be-because by that
course the Opposition would get better
terms for those they call "the workers"-
their friends, their political partisans.
When we assist our farmers, we assist die
individual maqn to build up a primary indus-
try, fron which the whole Stale benefits.
But State enterprises are established, not
to assist the individual, but. to knock out
the individual-to compete with the private
citizen by mecans of his own money, to give
employment on better terms than thne market
warrants, and so kill the individual em-
ployer. The member for Leonora expressed
great faith in the financial recuperation to
be derived from the establishment of S'ate
banking and State insurance systems, and
so for th. But I do nut believe that a pana-
cea for our present financial troubles is to
be found in that direclion. Mly belief is
that the only way to make a country pros-
perous is to encdurage the individual, and
that thle funclions of government arc not
such a.s to warrant entering into the avcnuvs
which our friends opposite have trodden tou
such a disastrous end. Therefore I and my
friends whno follow me have decidel, a-, part
of our policy, that we will -not encoura-ge
the establishment of State enterprises in the
future. and that our manifest duty is to
relieve thie country at the earliest poseible
opportunity of the idicubus which has been
placed upon it, thus in time restoring West-
ern Australia to the sound financial posi-
tion of 1911. We are asked to-nighlt to de-
cide whether we will act constitutionally,
and allow Parliament to'have a voice in any
action which any future Government wany
propose to take in the direction of State en-
terprise. Hon. members onpocite contend
th~at this Chamber alone shall have the sa--
that this Chamber alone, I suppose, shall
hiave absolute control over the expenditure
of public moneys. Thiose who advance such
argumients know very well that another
p-lace has at the present time the powe(,r
even to throw out money Bills; though an-
other place has evercised that power very
rarely. When it comes to a proposi'ion of
this sort, which may eventually drag the
State to that ruin towards which it has heen
drifting fast during the five years just
elapsed, I gay it is-i the interests of West-

ern Australia that a clause .of this descri-:
Lion should be. enacted. Hon, members op-
posite are game to tiddlywiak with a small
clause like this, but they are not game to go
to the country. I am quite prepared to
go to the Governor and ask for a dissolution,
provided th-ey will go with me,

Hon. P. Collier: Let us all go together.
The PREMIER : 1f they are p~repared to

face the electorates let them move the ad-
journoment of the House and take life, con-
trol of business out of my handi.

M4r. CARPENTER : I congratulate the
Premnier on the smiling manner in wl,~eh hie
accepts defeat. He has assured the Assem-
bly miore than once that lie intends to con-
trot tile business of the Chamber, and cer-
tainly not to allow members of the Opposi-
lion to control the business. Having- been
detented hl! a matter affecting the control
of the House, lie rises with his gentle smile
and accepts the situation, ait the samue time
'iszuring us that he is quite prepared
t1o go to the G3overnor and asqk for
a dissolution if we wvill go with him.
The Premier has tried to soften down the
defeat he has experienced by saying that the
Oppo'l-tion has taken advantage of the ab-
sence of certain members from the Govern-
meat eross-henehes. The Premier knew
those members were absent -when lie went
inito Committee oa the Bill. It hie was aware
of that. whIy dlid hie take the risk of procee-
ing with the measure? The Premier clial-
lenged this side of the House and hie hans
been beaten, and now he wants to declare
that we have taken a mean advantage.

The Premnier: Did I take a mean advan-
tage of you last week in connection with the
Electoral Dis'ricts Bill?

Mr. CARPENTER: I would like to know
whether the Government and the Country
party have entered into anything like a cami-
pact with reg-ard to this measure. We saw
an announcement in the parer about a secret
caucus mneeting which was held in the Pro-
mier's oAce, and it is up to those who were
prenent to tell us whether the members who
have left the House this evening arc sup-
porters of the Government or not. If the
Premier l'as their votes in his rockect hie had
no right to twit tis with takzinz a'lvantaze
of their abcence. If he has not ente"d into

comacnt with them, be has no right to as-
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sume that they would vote with him. With
regard to the Electoral Districts Bill the
Premier agreed to await the return of some
of our members, But the waiting for a
week or two will not make any difference
when the vote is taken. The vote to-night
was taken in a proper manner, and if the
Premier, who boasts about his control of the
House,caunot keep his men together, he can-
not blame us for having our forces here and
voting- in accordance with our convictions.
The Premier said that we tried to do some-
thing that was unconstitutional. Some of
the best things ever done in the world were
carried out unconstitutionally. The debate
which has taken place here is a strong pro-
test against the power exercised by the other
place, and which the people of the State re-
cognise ought not to be reposed in a Cham-
ber which does not represent the interests
of every one. The Premier has told us that
he wants power in this Bill to enable him
to square the finances. I do not know how
long, tile Premier is going to take to do this.
He has already informed the Rlouse that it
would fake him 40 years to wipe off the
deficit left by his predecessor in office. if
that is the case, how long will it take him.
in addition, to 'wipe off the deficit which is
growing every day under his own manage-
ment? If the Premier and his colleagues
are wise. they wvill put their shoulders to the
wheel and, so far from attempting to abolish
or to sell the State enterprises, they will
buck in with a determination to make them
profitable, and in that way help Wipe out
some of the deficit whbich, during the past five
months, has been growing at a more rapid
rate than ever before. The Minister for
Works has been very honest to-nighit. He
admitted by interjection that the crux of the
Bill lies in two clauses, the one we are now
discussing and Clause 25.

Tine Minister for Works: Y stated that in
my speech.

Mfr. CARPENTER: I have just gone
through. that speech, and I find that seven-
eighlhs of it was confined to telling the
House that the measure wats a machinery
one, brought in to assist the Government to
control the State enterprises.

The Minister for Works: I said that there
were three points; in the Bill.

Mr, CARPENTER: The Minister said the
Bill was urgently required to enable him to
carry on the trading concerns.

The Mlinister for Works: I said that the
Bill consis5ted of three parts. Turn to page
047 of Hlansard.

Air. CARPENTER: He said it was a Bill
to give the Government power to control the
trading concerns, Now he informs the
Committee that the clause we are discussing
and Clause 25, which wvill enable him to sell
the concerns without the consent of Parlia-
Lnent, are the only two clauses in the Bill.
The chief object of the Bill is to prevent 'lie
establishment of any further trading con-
cerns. The Mlinister himself has been
honest enough to tell us that. Yet at elec-
tion after election the Slate lias approved
again and again the policy of public con-
trol, particularly of concerns whose purpose
is the checking of monopolies?

The 'Minister for Works: Were sawmills
erected against a monopoly?

Mr. CARPENTER: Indirectly, yes.
The Minister for Works: Who was cut-

iinig karri?
M~r. CARPENTER: Had it not been for

he S tate mills the combine to-day would
have had thle same control over karri as it
previously had over jarrab. All of these
concerus were established to check mono-
polies, and despite his theories on the sub-
ject the Minister finds himself in a position
which compels him to re-open the brick
works. Hle dloes not dare trust himself in
the hands of the brick monopoly.

The Minister for Works: Nothing of the
sort; absolute rubbish.

-%ir. CARPENTER: It hag been stated
that the boa, member has sold bricks made
by the State, and bought. them back again
at enhianced prices.

The Minister for Works: It is only a
statement.

Mr. CARPENTER: The Miinister has not
denied it. He dares not go on doing that
sort of thing, so he has been compelled to
re-open the brick works, notwithstanding
that the policy of his Government is to dis-
pose of the enterprise. the Government
cannot argue urgency for the Bill, becanse
they hav e all the power they require for
control and management of the trading con-
cerns. If they want more power, they
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should conic and ask for it by way of amend-
ment of the Act. Moreover, there is cer-
tainly no urgency for grabbing the power
to sell at their own sweet will. What they
are try' ing to do in the Bill is directly con-
trary to the wishes of the people. I hope
the clause will be defeated and the Bill with-
drawn.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
statement has been made and repented that
I have sold State made bricks and repur-
chased them at an enhanced price. This is
the position: wye had a quantity of bricks,
manufactured by the late Government, at
Beenup. We sold them. Now I am told-I
do not know whether it is correct-that the
Government, requiring some bricks, pur-
chased some of their own bricks back again.

Mr. Green: At an increased price.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Per-

haps so. If the lion, member had bought
the bricks, wvould hie sell them again at the
price he paid for them? It was an or-
dinary business transaction, if it took place.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: It shows a want
of business acumen in the first instance.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: What
rubbish. Would the lion, member say we
ought to keep the bricks at Beenup until we
wanted them?9

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The Government
want them all the time.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Noth-
ingr of the sort. If, when lie was Minister,
the lion. member could have sold the 1ot,
he would have done so.

Hon. J. Scaddan: Not to buy them back
at an enhanced price.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
hon. member believes the State bricks to he
the best bricks in Western Australia.
'Would he have had me buy an inferior
quality brick?

Mr. Green: You did. You went to Law
for a lot of your bricks.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Beyond
what the bon. member has said, I do not
know that the bricks have been purchased
at all. The hon. member talks about my
starting the brick works again. Would lie
bave me keep them closed I In effect, what
he says now is that the Minister has done
wrong in re-opening, the works and so pro-
viding employment for a number of men.

Mr. Carpenter: On a point of order. I
made no such statement. I said the Min-
ister, in spite of his own theories on the sub-
ject, had re-opened the brick works.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: If I
took the lion, member to task for every oc-
casion on which he has misquoted me, I
should keep the Committee here till to-
morrow morning. If he did not use those
exact words, what lie meant was that the
works were stopped by the member for
North-East Fremantle in May. I found
them stopped, and sold the bricks, and by
so doing I made the opportunity so that,
if the need camne along, we could re-start
the wvorks. If I had not sold that million
and a half of bricks which wvere stacked
at Beenup, we could not have restarted the
works, because we wvould have had no room
to accommodate the bricks we would be mak-
ing. I would certainly sell the works if I
could.

Mr. Carpenter: And lose money by buy-
ing them hack.

The mINsPEP FOR WORKS: The
lion, member misquoted me and did so de-
liberately, and with a purpose. In my
second reading speech I said there were three
points in the Hill. one being that we were not
going to have the works established without
the consent of Parliament, and another was
that we desired to have the right to sell the
works, and that beyond these two contro-
versial points the rest of the Bill (25
clauses) was simply necessary-

Mr. Carpenter: Padding.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: They

wvere not padding but common sense and
business. The reniainder of the Bill con-
tains provisions w~hich are required by the
men who are managing these concerns to
enable them to carry on the work in a bus-
iness-like style. I said that the late Premier
introduced a Trading Accounts Bill. He
told the House that the Hill would provide
what it does not provide. We find that the
Trading Accounts Bill does not enable us
to do what we should do. There are 25
clauses in this Bill, w~hich put the busines
affairs onl a proper footing.

Mr. Carpenter: We will give you all
these if you knock the other two out.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
bon. member twits the Premier, who said



[1 FEDIIuAnY, 1917.]

that he was prepared to go to the country
to-morrow. The hon. gentlemen on the
other side of the Chamber, however, are not
prepared to go to the country.

Hon. J. Seadd an: Give us a chance to go.
The 1)LIINISTER FOR WORKS: The

lion. gentleman can have his chance. There
is not a member on that side of the House
but is afraid to go to the selection ballot.

MUr. Taylor: Give us a chance.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: They

are going grey on the subject and do not
know where. they are. The member for
Hannanas says he represents the Labour
party. What Labour party does he repre-
sent? There are half a dozen Labour par-
ties represented here to-night.

Mfr. "Munsic: I represent the only Labour
party which is in existence, and I am pre-
pared to face them to-mnorrow. You arc
afraid to go to the country.

The -AINISTER FOR WORKS: The
member for Fremantle said it was not thle
object of the Labour party to meddle writh
private enterprises but to break up mono-
polies. His party did not go in to break
up the monopoly in sawmihling when they
entered into that infamous compact with
thle powellising company. The concerns,
tbat were taken over by the British Govern-
meat, and which had been established by
private enterprise, were the mneans of the
Imperial Government being able to carry
out work which the Government concerns
were not in a position fo do. But for these
private enterprises, where would Great Brit-
ain have been to-day? If it had not been
that the Germans had taken out of Belgium
all tile lathes and machine tools available I
Germany would not have been making its
munitions to-day.

Mr. Munsie: Why did the Government
take over these explosive factories?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: They
took them over at a time of national emer-
gency. Where was the emergency for start-
ing fish shops, sawmills, implement works
and brick works?

Mr. Munsie: Because they were necessary
in the interests of the people.

The MINISTER FOR WORRS: The
British Government took over the factories
in a time of national emergency to supply
the requirements of the British Empire.

They took over factories which bad never
previously attempted to make a gun or a
shell. But those establishments contained
suitable machinery, and the British Govern-
went took them over for the needs of the
nation.

M1r. Munsic: The British Government took
them over because the private owners were
exploiting the supreme necessity of the na-
tion.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
great )mperial question is dragged in for
the purpose of assisting the Opposition on
at comiparatively petty question such as this.
Perllal~s, in view of the absence of certain
members, the amendment may be carried to-
night; but it is against the Constitution.
it -represents an amendment of the Consti-
tution by backstairs methods. The member
for 'Mt. Margaret said that this clause gave
more power to thle House of restricted fran-
chise; but he knows very well that that is
not so. The, member for Bunbury I need
pay no attention to, since his own party
disregard him. The member for Leonora
talked about superphosphate, but it was
conclusively proved here, the other evening,
that the pice of superphosphate was raised
in the Eastern States before it was raised
in Western Australia. If lion. members wvill
refer to my opening speech, they will find
that it does contain what I assert it con-
tains. Now hon. members have the position
before them, let them chew it over and take
it as thley please.

Ron. J. SCADDAN: May I draw atten-
tion to the fact that the British Empire is
engaged in a supreme struggle while mem-
bbrs of this Chamber apparently glory in a
continuance of the old party warfare? The
Minister who introduced this Bill admitted
that it was practically a measure of one
clause. That is the clause we are now dis-
cussing. It is suprising that the Govern-
mnent should at this time bring down a con-
troversial proposal which just now means
nothing to them or to us or to Western Aus-
tralia or to the British Empire. If the de-
sire of the Government is to dispose of the
Stale trading concerns, why do they not in-
troduce a Bill for that single purpose? Why
do they introduce a measure ostensibly to
amend the Act which controls the manage-
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ment of the State enterprises? Assuredly,
the present Government do not require Par-
liamentary authority to do something which
they have no intention of doing. The real
purpose of the Bill is to prevent any future
Government of this State from establishing
trading concerns, even in accordance with
the wish of the majority of the people. Why
does not the Premier bring down a Bill to
deal with the gambling evil or with the
liqulor question, instead of this measure?
No one is now ag-itating for or against some-
thing- which cannot possibly occur until a
change of Government has taken place. The
veil of pretence is too thin. The object of
the one clause of the Bill is to enable one
section of Parliament to thwart the will of
the people as expressed through the ballot
box. I personally hold the amendment of
the member for Gutild(ford to be absurd; but
the clause is equally absurd. Let me sug-
gest that a cessation of this party bickering
can ho achieved by the withdrawal of the
clause, which is of no value to the Govern-
ment. After the general election, either our
friends opposite will come back withi a man-
date from the people to abolish the trading
concerns, or we will come back with a man-
date to continue and perhaps to extend them.
The Premier asked the people of the State
to support his party because they were men
of business ability. They have now been in
control of the Treasury benches for six
months, and in that time they have built up
a record deficit. It is not merely a matter
of loss of revenue that has helped to swell
the deficit, hut absolute extravagance in
nearly every department controlled by 'Min-
isters. Hon. members opposite taunt us
with being controlled by outside organisa-
tions, but that comes very well from them.
The Liberal party to-day are controlled by
a third party, representing eight constitu-
encies in this State,' and these Liberals have
had to swallow holus bolus the policy dic-
tated by those eight members. On the
records of the House even do we find a
reference to the fact that the policy of the
Government was dictated by the Country
party.

The CHAIRMAN: The question before
the Committee is whether the amendment
shouhld lie carried.

H-on. J. SCADDAN: We have been ae-
cused by the Premier of being compelled
at the dictation of organisations outside to
do certain things, and I am replying to that
statemient to show that hie himself has to
obey another party..

The Premier: That is not true.
Hon. W. C. Angwin: How many Bills

have youi withdrawn at their instruction9
The Premier: None.
1-Toi. J1. SCADDAN: if the statement

made by the M1inister for Works to-night is
correct, that the policy of the Government
wvas to sell the trading concerns, why did
they king (Town a Bill to amend the provi-
sions of the Act now in operation 9

The Premier: You know there is no hope
of selling these concerns reasonably within
thie next three or four years.

H-on. J. SCAD DAN: I would not put it
past the present Government to sell the
State trading concerns on unreasonable con-
ditions.

Thle Premier: That is your opinion; no
one takes any notice of it.

Hon. J1. SCADDAN: And if the Govern-
inent sold the trading concerns the money
woldl not go towards reducing the capital
Cost Of any of them, it would go into the
Government Property Trust Account and
then to revenue, and in that way the Govern-
mieat would reduce their deficit.

The Premier: The Property Trust Ac-
count funds do not go into revenue.

Ron. J. SCADDAN: I know the pro-
cedure as well as the Premier knows it.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The question
is whether the clause be struck out. The
Government Property Trust Account has
nothing whatever to do with the matter be-
fore the Committee.

Hon. J. SCADDAN: I say it has every-
thing to do with the sale of the trading cont-
cerns, hut I will bow to the ruling and keep
to the clause. T was replying to the state-
ments which the Premier was allowed to
niake without any check. It has been
claimed that the only reason whvy the British
Government took control of many of the
enterprises at Home, previously controlled
by private companies, was because of the
national emergency. If it is good in the
time of national emergency, why is it not
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good in normal timest If the Premier does
not want party strife he should drop this
clause, which does not affect his Government
in the slightest degree, and cannot affect any
other Government until there is an appeal
to the electors. If the decision of the elec-
tors is in the direction he desires in the Bill,
then 'ye can no longer object. I do, how-
ever, object to a party of 17 without a
mandate from the people attempting to
pass a mneasure such as this through the
House.

Hon. W. C.ANGWIN: Every trading con-
cern which was introduced by the previous
Government was established constitutionally
and wvith funds wvhich were also conslitu-
tionally provided.

The Premier: They wvere established be-
fore the funds were provided.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: That is not so.
The starting of the State hotels, the State
sawmills, the State refrigerating works, the
Government abattoirs, and the City markets
was the work of the Liberal party, who also
promised State shipping facilities for the
North-West. Who promised the freezing
works at Wyndham? The Liberal Party.

The Minister for Works: Who made a
mess of them?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: You did. The
cost jumped immensely directly after you
took charge. The late Government started
the brickworks send thereby appreciably re-
duced the cost of bricks. They started the
manufacture of agricultural implements at
works already in existence. They started
meat distribution with beneficial results to
thousands, and they provided a pure milk
supply to the hospitals, which has been the
means of saving the lives of hundreds of
children in the metropolitan area. These
were the only additions made by the late
Government to the policy of State enter-
prises. The position to-day is--

The Minister for Works: Very unsatis-
factory.

Eon. W. C. ANGWIN: And will be as
long as the bon. member remains where he
is. The Minister for Works pointed out that
a large loss was likely to accrue through the
operations of these enterpri-es, and declared
that steps should be taken to avoid it; yet
the Premier has said that he hopes to get

£100,000 on the s~ervices during the year.
There is no necessity for the clause. I agree
that Parliament should be notified of an in-
tention. to start any newv trading concern.
Each such concern started by the late Gov-
ernment had the approval of the electors.
The clause will take away the power of the
people, and give it to a minority. Members
of the Assembly should jealously see to it
that their privileges are not handed over7
to another Chamber. A little time before
Christmas the Legislative Council passed the
Revenue Estimates and a Loan Hill for a
million and a half in about six minutes, and
it was not until the third reading stage of
the Appropriation Bill that one or two mem-
hers thought it advisable to say something.
M1embers in another place did not even take
the trouble to read the Bills sent up to them.
The Minister merely moved the second read-
ing and sat down, and when the measure
reached the Committee the Chairman put it
through as rapidly as possible. It is
necessary that members of this House should
strictly maintain their privileges. It has
been stated that at the Labour conference
I took tip the attitude that we should not
establish any further trading, concerns.
What I said was, "Let us make a success of
those already established before we go any
further." Had it not been for the abnormal
conditions of the past three years, the es-
tablished trading concerns would have
shown far better returns than they have
done.

12 o'clock midnight.

Amendment put and a
the following result:-

Ayes
Noes

Majority for

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
M.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

AVRO.
A ngwln
Carpenter
Cliesson
Collier
Foley
nreen
Hudson
W. D. Johnson
Lambert

division taken with

- .. 17

- .. 16

1

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

muttony
Mangie
graddan
Taylor
Thomas
Underwood
Walker
O'Legbilen

(Tell".)
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Mr. Allen
tir. Butcher
Mr. Connolly
ASr. Cunningham
Mr. Gardiner
Alir. nleonge
Mr. Lefin?
M~r- Mitchell

Nose.

Mr. Nairn
Mr. Robinson
Mr. Smith
Mr. S. Stubbs
Mr. Thomson
Mr. Wilimoti
Mr. F. Wilson
M~r. Hardwick

(Teller.)

Nolts.

Mr. Angwhn
Mr. Carpenter
Mr. Cbeeoa
Mr. Collier
Mr. Foley
bit, Green
Mr. Hudson
MrT. W. D. 3ohinson
Mr. Lambert

Mr. iltullany
Mr. Movoia
Mr. ScsiddeD
Mr. Taylor
Mr. Thomas
Mr. Underwood
Mr. Walker
Mtr. 0'Loghleo

(Teller.)

Amendment thus passed.
nlon. J. SCADDAN: I move an amend-

ment-
That Subclause 2 be struck out.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
cannot move such an amendment.

Hon. J. SCADDAN: Then, I would like
to move that all the words after "to" in the
subelause be struck out.

TIhe CHAIRMAN: The Committee have
decided that thie words "Legislative Assem-
bly" shall remain.

Mr. TAYLOR:- It is not necessary to
move to strike out Subelause 2 as amended.
The position is that we must vote against it.
We want to deal with the subelause.

The CHAIRMAN: A subelause is not
put separately to the Committee. The Com-
mittee have already decided that all the
words of the subelause, with the substitution
for the -word "Parliament" of the words
"Legislative Assembly" shall remain.

Hon. J. SCADDAN: I recognise that the
clause ats amended is absurd. I am not going
to make myself look foolish in the matter
and will, therefore, vote against the whole
clause.

Question (that the clause as amended be
agreed to) put and a division taken with the
following result:-

Ayes . .. . .. 16
Noes . .. . .. 17

Majority against

Anna.

Allen
Butcher
Connolly
Cunnilngham
Gardinier
George
1.erroy
70Itehell
Nairn

Mr.
Mr.
Mir.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Robinson
Smith
S. Stubbs
Thomson
Willmott
F. Wilson
Hardwick

(Tellef.)

Question thus negatived; the clause struck
out.

The PREMIER: In view of the result of
the last division, I must consider what course
the Government will adopt with regard to
this measure. I therefore move-

That progress be -reported.
Motion (progress) put, and a division

taken with the following result-
Ayes
Noes

Majority against ..

Mr. Alien
Mr. Butcher
Mr. Connolly
Mr. Cunningham
Mr. Gardinar
Mr. Geotge
Me. [afroy
Mr. Mitchell

Mr. Amgwlat
Mr, Carpenter
Mr. Cheason
Mr. Collier
Mr. Foley
Mr. Green
Mr. Hudson
Mr. W. D. Johnse
Mr. Lambert

Noics.

a

17

1

Mr. Nalrn
Mr. Robinson
Mr. Smith
Mr. S. Slubb%
Mr. Thomson
Mr. Wiilmott
Mr. P. Wilson
Mr. Hnrdwlck

(Teller.)

Mr. Mullany
Mr. Mu nate
Mr. Seaddan
Mr. Taylor
Mr. Thomas
Mr. Underwood
Mr. Walker
Mr. Otoghien

(Teller.)

Motion thus negatived.

Clauses 5 to 8-agreed to.
-Clause 9-Interest on capital expenditure

from Revenue;
Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: From the balance

sheets issued by. the Government I observe
that interest has been charged to the Slate
Implement Works over the year just expired,
the Government claiming that the works
have been short-chlarged as regards interest.
I wish to point out that, largely, this will
mean merely the taking- of money out of one
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pocket for the purpose of placing it in an-
other pocket. The larger proportion of the
work done by the State Implement Works is
done for other Government departments. On
the 30th June last no less a sum than
£34,000 was owing by Government depart-
meats to the State Implement Works for
work done. If interest is to be charged on
that amount, loan works vwould he debited,
and the Consolidated Revenue correspond-
ingly credited. Thus, nothing would be
either gained or lost by charging interest as
proposed.

Clause put and passed.
Clauses 10 to 24-agreed to.
Clause 25-Power to dispose of assets:

Eon. W. 1). JOHNSON: This is an im-
portant clause, which cannot be agreed to
in view of the divisions which have taken
place. The very idea of the Mfinister for
Works asking Parliament for power to dis-
pose of the State trading concerns without
consulting Parliament is too ridiculous for
comment. The clause should be deleted.
I shall vote against it.

Clause put and negatived.
Clause 26 put and negatived.
Clauses 27, 28-agreed to.
Schedule put and negatived.
Title-agreed to.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.)

Bill reported with amendments.

House adjourned at 12.20 a.m. (Friday).

'icislativc Council,
Tuesday, 614 February, 1917.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.mi., [and read prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTED.
B ' the Colonial Secretary: 1, Lands and

Surveys Department: (a.) By-laws of Three
Springs public cemetery; (b.) Wagia cern-
ctery.-Statcnieat of receipts and expenidi-
ture;- (c.) Mount Barker cemetery.-
By-laws;- (d.) Fremantle public cemetery.--
By-laws; (e.) Rarrakatta public cemetery.-
By-lawvs; (f.) Geraldton common reserve
2523.-By-laws; (hi) Carnarvon commons.
-Ameanment of By-law No. 4; 2, State
Brick Works-Audit of Accounts for year
ended 30th June, 1916. 3, Public Library,
Museum, and Art Gallery.-Report of the
trulstees for year ended 30th June, 1916. 4,
Report of the Inspector General Of the !ui-
sane for periods ending 31st December, 1915,
and 30th June, 1916. 5, W.A. Government
Trarnways.-Roturns of rceipts and ex~pen-
diture, quiartcr ended 31st Decemnber, i1!i6f.
6, W.A. Government Railways.-Reports
in accordance with Clauses .54 and 83, 7,
Land Act, 1898.-Timber regulations.

BILLS (2)-FIRST READING.
1 . Friendly Societies Act kilendment.

2, Ports and Harbours.
Introduced by the Colonial Secretary.

MOTION-EXTENSION 0OF FRANCHISE
TO RETURNED SOLDIERS.

Ron. J. W. KI RWAN (South) [4.36] : I
move-

That in the opinion of this House the
franchise for the Legislative Council
should be extended to all returned sol-

[60)
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